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Clause 6-Assessments:

Ron. G. W. MILES: Is not this clause
in conflict wvith Sub-section 9 of Section 6
of the Dividend Duties Act? In view of
the provisions of that sub-section, I should
like an explanation from the Chief Secre-
tary.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I will get
the information for you.

Progress reported.

Rouse adjourned at 9.40 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m. and read prayers.

BILL-CREMATION ACT AmENDMENT.

Introduced by Mr. Hawke and read a first
time.

ASSENT TO BILL.

Message from the Lieutenant-Governor re-
ceived and read notifying assent to the
Western Australian Aged Sailors and Sol-
diers' Relief Fund Act Amendment Bill.

BILLS (2)-THIRD READING.

1, Gold Mining Profits Tax.

2,1 Dried Fruits Act Continuance.
Transmitted to the Council.

BILL-LA ND TAX AND INCOME TAX.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 8th November.

HON. C. G. LATHAM (York) [4.33]:
This is the usual Bill, following general cus-
tom, but I notice the wording has been al-
tered and I understand it is simply to bring
the Bill under the operations of the Consoli-
dated Land Act. 1 have read the Bill through
very carefully and I see there is no alteration
at all in the tax rate, for wrhich I suppose wve
should be truly thankful. The Government
have not increased the tax, hut with the
money they have in addition to what they
had last year, I do nob suppose there is
any need for increase. Still, it seems to me
we are going on and building up the deficit,
without anything to assist us in providing
for the future except our primary indus-
tries.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In committee.

Hill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

BILL-FARMERS' DEBTS ADJUST-
MENT ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
21f. F. Troy-M1t. Magnet) [4.37] in moving
the second reading said: The original Act
was passed in 1931 and the first season in
which the farmers' affairs were administered
under the Act was that of 1931-32. In that
and succeeding years arrangements were
made to carry on the 1919 farmers, Of the
Stay orders applied for, 170 lapsed, while 310
farmers applied for stay orders but had un-
successful meetings. Of those whose stay
orders lapsed, 33 farmers were able to make
their own arrangements, 35 did not desire
to carry on, and the balance were unable to
obtain finance. Total crops under the Act
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proper have becen, wheat 831,127 acres, other
crops 51,176 acres, Under Section 13U of
the Act, whereib- farmners were able to carry
on tinder bills of sale, the area cropped was
198,840 acres. In all, 376 farmers carried
onl tinder that seetion. The total advances
in cash or kind uinder the Act armounted to
£8Z5.569, and( the total advances under See-
iion B were £1918,353. Repayments of ad-
vances and credit. exelusive of this current
season," total £580,733. The total distribution
to interest., luire puirchatse machinery, rent,
rates, ctc.-also exclusive of the current
season-amiounted to £C112,456. Considering
the position the inldustry has1 been iii during
thle last four y'ears, thle response of creditors
to thle spirit of the Act, I think, may be re-
g-arded as satisfactory. The previous amend-
mats to the Act, wh ich was re-enacted from
year to rear, did not effect any drastic
changes. Thex- were chiefl-y mnachinery
clauses considered advisable for the smnoother
working of the Act. But the amendments
in the Bill before the House go farther into
tile matter of adjustment of debts, as dis-
tinct frorn proposals merely for the purpose
of putting in and taking off a crop, thus
,justifying to gr~eater extent the Title of the
Act. The Bill is to implemnt certain
recmmendations byr the recent Royal coum-
mission and is a logical sequence 'to those
sections of the Agricultural Bank Bill, now
before Parliament, which authorise the ad-
jusmnent ot debts due to the Bank ; in that
this Bill provides for the consideration of
fpflposals to write down, sti pend or other-
wvise adjust the debts of farmers to creditors,
other than the Agricultural Bank, with the
consent of 80 per cent. of the creditors in
value.,so long as the first iiiortgagee is one
of the consentingl creditors. Last year I1
promlised that the whole questionl of farmers'
debts would be reviewed in thle light of thme
lRo ;d Commission's recommnendaitins. The
I10ouse is well aware that during thle last
four y-ears prices have been low; liut hap-
pily thle seasons have been fair'ly norna I,
except this, year. This year not only aire the
values still low, but the season in~dicates a
reduced harvest owing to the reduced] acre-
age under cr-op and to the effects of rust and
weeds, and] the absence of late rains;. Some
portions of the State are not so seriously
affected as are others; in fact in some parts
thie yield will be mlore satisfactory than it
was last rear, ats for instance, along the
Great Szouthern and in the Lake Grace and

Gnowangerap districts. Thle reenlt rains
have done more good than harmn in places
like Esperanee, where, although we have had
reports of damage by bail, the rain has
really done good and the wheat wvill fill out
the better for it. However, if the position
was serious in 1931, it may be said that it
will, be still more serious in 1935. There-
fore it is advisable that creditors should take
stock of the position, -with a view to giving
temporary or permnanent relief according
to the capacity of the fanner to pay. The
Bill proposes that definite full informa-
tion should he placed before creditors
for examination and decision. Of course
it will be apparent to all that at break-
dlown in the industry imust be avoided.
It does not force them to a decision, but
invites them to make one. Once a decision
is arrived at, it becomes an accomplished
fact. This practical recognition of the
farmers' difficulties is necessary to give
them sonic encouragement to continue pro-
duction, upon which so much of the wel-
fare of the country depends. Claimants for
the wheat bounty last year numbered 11,473,
of whomn 5,670 were Agricultural Bank
clients, and 5,803 were clients of Associ-
ated Baniks aind other institutions. I should
say that thle Associated Banks have about
ais many fariner clients as has the Agricul-
tural Bank.

'Mr. Patrick: And they are carrying
about the same amount of mortgages, too.

The 'MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes.
Now that we are dealing, with the Agricul-
tural Bank clients, it is fitting that we
should take up the matter of the clients of
the Associated Banks. The Royal Com-
mission appointed to inquire into the Agri-
cultural Batik estimated the farmers' debts
at £34,000,000. The amount may be a1 little
mnore or a little less- The estimate of the
Royal Commission which sat in 1931 was
approximately' £32,000,000, exclusive of
.stock accounts, private mortgages, sad
traders other thtan couintry storekeepers, etc.
The accumulation of interest since 1931
mutst have been very heavy. Only in com-
parat ivel y few instances have Agr-icultural
Bank clients been able to pay any interest,
and in all probability the same thing applies
to the clients of the Associated Banks.
Briefly, the purpose of the Bill is as fol-
tows. It provides that farmers, whether
they come under the Act or not, may apply
for a stay order, and may submit for con-
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sideration by their creditors a scheme of
writing down or suspension of their debts.
If the proposal is in any way impracticable,
the director may modify it, with the con-
sent of the farmer, in any way calculated
to render the scheme more acceptable to
the parties concerned. The commissioners
of the Agricultural Bank may request the
director to submit to other creditors con-
cerned a scheme of adjustment after the
commissioners have arrived at a decision,
conditional or otherwise, in respect of the
debts due to the Agricultural Bank. There
is no obligation on the part of the commis-
sioners to call in the director. If his ser-
vices am required and are availablic, they
can he made use of. If the scheme that is
submitted to the creditors is approved by a
majority of at least four-fifths of the credi-
tors in value, including the first mortgagee,
the scheme shall be made effective. No
resolution affecting the security of any pre-
sent mortgage shall have any effect without
the consent of the first mortgagee first being
obtained. The first mortgagee has done his
business on sound principles and presum-
ably he has proper seeurit 'v for his mone11y.
The iran who came in later knew that Ibe
wu taking a risk. That wvac the position
w ith the second and third uurtgagees.

Mr. Stubbs: In New Zealand there are
seven or eight mortgages, I believe.

Thle MINISTER FOR L&NDS: L was
assured by the Minister for Lands in New
Zealand that some farms carry as many as
16 mortgages. Probably nowhere else in
the southern hemisphere are land values
such a curse as they are in New Zealand,
because properties have been sold too often
and bought too often. Although the rights
of the first mortgagee cannot be affected by
any scheme that is arrived at, without his
consent first being obtained, the creditors
may, by resolution, debar him fronm having
any recourse against any of the unsecured
assets for the payment of the mortgage
debt. At the meeting at which the resolu-
tion to which I have just referred is car-
ried, the first mortgagee would be repre-
sented. When the resolution is cardied, the
other creditors may insist that the inort-
gagee shall depend solely upon his security
for what he may get out of the estate, and
the unsecured assets will be removed alto-
gether from association with the first mort-
gage. The director will have power under
the Bill to adjourn any meeting if he con-

siders that it is not fully representative of
the creditors. It is provided that any reso-
lution passed in accordance with the Act
shall be binding upon both the farmer and
his creditors. Any aggrieved party will
have the right to appeal to a judge of the
Supreme Court on the ground that the reso-
lution is manifestly unjust. If such appeal
is upheld, the judge may order that an-
other meeting of the farmer's creditors shall
be held to be convened by the director. The
director is to he given power to make use
of the services of the staff of the Agricul-
tural Bank, if that; is necessary for the pre-
paration of information that he may re-
quire, or for the preparation of proposed
schemes of arrangement under the Act. If
a mortgage debt which is also secured by
guarantee he written down or suspended,
the liability of the guarantor shall he writ-
ten down or suspended proportionately- The
period of suspension of any liability shall
not be taken into account for the purpose
of any statute of limitation. The Act in
its amended form will continue until 31st
March, 1938, 31/ years hence. This will
give the director and the people who come
under the Act the fullest opportunity to
arrange their affairs. I move-

That the Bill lie now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. C. G. Latham, debate
adjourned.

BILL-LAND ACT AMENDMENT?.

Second Readinmg.

THE EMNISTER FOR. LANflS (Hon.
Mf. F. Troy-Mt. Magnet) [4.53] in moving
the second reading said: Last year the Land
Act was consolidated. I regret it is now
necessary to bring down an amendment to
that consolidation. I do not like amending
any legislation that has once been consoli-
dated, because amendments sometimes con-
fuse people who have occasion to rely upon
the consolidated Act. Experience has shown
that a fewv amendments are necessary to
make good certain omissions from the Act.
One of these is to afford a measure of relief
to farmers whose conditional purchase leases
have expired, or will shortly expire, but
who, through present-day difficulties, are un-
able to pay oil arrears; of land rent to ob-
tain their Crown grants, and are thus pre-
vented from arranging any further financial

1976
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assistance, which involves the registration
of documents at the Titles Office. Mortgages
arc held up, and people cannot get finance
because they cannot obtain a mortgage. It
has become necessary to rectify other weak-
niesses and omissions that were ri.vealed
when tile princeipafl Act came into operation.
These arose in some eases from the repeal
of the old Act with its many and involved
amecinents. Provision has for instance
been made for certain co-ordinating chan-
nel, between the Titles Office and Lands
Department in respect to adjustments of
Crow,, leases reg-istered under the Transfer
of Land Act, putrsuant to action taken under
the Land Act. The matters chiefly concerned
are-The amplification of the pow-ets of tie
Minister for- Lands as a body corporate to
hold real and 1)ersonaL estate; the delegation
of certatin poewers to officers to sign docu-
mnents : tile limilitationl of the a rea of leases;
and( the provision of statutory powers to
notify or direct thre Registrar- of Titles to
adjust Crown leases. ]3 v the Bill we take
power to reduce the price of land, and to
refer the payment of rent and extend the
terms of existing C.P. leases. Power is
givenl to resurrect expired leases, and give
an extension of term to pay off the balance
of the pu~rchase money, and also to allow of.
tire registration of fu rther dealings it) such
leases. Until such power is g-iven expir-ed
leases can onlY he regarded as dead lenses.
It is initended to alter tile terin or occupit-
tion certificates of hlomestead faris front ten,
years up to 25-30 years, to coincide with the
terms of 0.1'. leases forming part of tile
surveyed location, and we also provide for
the removal of p~rotectiofl against seizure or
bankruptcy proceedings in respect of home-
steadts after the first seven years. At present
proceedings in bankruptcy cannot be taken
against the homestead location. It hap-
pens that people have taken up such
locations% or holdings, and abandoned
them and their other leases as well.
A homestead farm is not given to a
person to assist him in defeating his credi-
ltrs. It is a conceession given to a lan who
takes up land. When a nan gets into trouble
financnially hie 111av. it things are to-day, htold
up his lironeste-ac farmn against his creditors,
which wais sonveth' og that was nevei- in-
tended by'v Parliament. The Bill will confer
the right on aboriginal natives to ernter upon
any enclosed, or Iuenclosed but not other-

wise improved, parts of a pastoral lease, to
seek sustenance in their acistomned manner.

Hon. C. G. Latham : That will not apply
to thre agricultural areas.

The MINISTERI FOR LANDS: No, only
to pastoral are'as.

I Ian. C. G. Latlia,: They are not pre-
vented rval dlomg that to-day.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: They
have been stopped.

Ito,,. C. 0. L artranm: I have niever heard
of it.

The MI-N[8'fER FOR LANDS: Tire mnat-
ter would rnot have heeni broughlt uip but for
somc g-ood reason. The Lands Department
were informed by the Aborigines Depart-
miiiti tha natives haqd been. stopped, and
asked lot- le.-islation to provide against it.

The Minister for Justice:. They may want
to shoot birds on some pastoral leases.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: They
have no right to possess guns.

The Minister for Justice: Some of thema
do.

The MINISTER FOR LA.NDS): The Bill
contains also provision for the registration
at the Titles Office of transfers of portions
of pastoral leases, after approval thereof
by the Minister for Lands. There is power
to reduce the price of land in existing leases
on repurchased estates. The present power
applies only to unselected land. We pro-
pose to take power to reduce the reats on
repurchased] estates if necessary. Our ex-
perience of these estates has not been al-
together a happy one. Some of the estates
purchased during the war were found to
be very unproductive. They were probably
good estates for the sellers, but they turned
out to be very bad for the buyers.

Hon. C. G. Latham: They would have
been all right if bought by people who had
money, but when they were bought by
people who had to borrow money to buy
them the position was unsatisfactory.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The sett-
lers on some of these estates have had a
hard struggle. There is no reason for main-
taining high values when there is no basis
for them.

Hon. C. G. Latham: The chairman of that
Commission offered the Government laud
at a price far in excess of its value, and the
offer was refused.

The INISTER FOR LANDS: We are
not dealing with the Commission now.
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Hon. C. G. Latham: _No; but I want you
to know that.

The MINISTER, FOR LANDS: The price
paid for the homestead block on some of
the repurchased estates is impossible. We
know that. The homestead block contained
the improvements for the whole area. The
cost of the buildings, in particular, made
the purchase price impossible. Still, some
fine estates have been purchased. On the
other hand, some of the estates acquired
for repatriation purposes were sold by
people who were getting out. Those people
sold some very poor country indeed to thc
Government. I am not complaining about
estates like Yandanooka and Inering. But
even the settlers on good estates are prac-
tically not paying anything, because the
times have been against them.

Hon, C. G. Latham: The trouble is that if
the Government capitalise the interest, the
annual payments become too heavy.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The Bill
gives, power to deal with these estates.
Again, there is the Herdsman's Lake area,
which has cost the State over £200,000 to
date.

Hon. C. G. Latham: As bad as the man-
g'anese railway.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is much
worse. The State got rails and sleepers from
the manganese railway, hut has got nothing
from the Herdsman 's Lake area.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I think only one
block of that area is unused now.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I have
had en examination made, and the examin-
ation shows that the area is not by any
means what we believed it to be. There
will have to be reclassification and revalua-
tion at Herdsman'Is Lake; otherwise we shall
get nowhere.

Hon. C. 0. Latham: It grows good feed.
You should have a look at it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes, it
grows good feed; but the land has cost the
State about £400 or £500 an acre.

Hon. C. G. Lath am:- It was sold at £70.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The

Herdsman's Lake land was removed from
the Lands Purchase Act, which provides that
the whole cost must be charged against the
land. The Government are not getting any
results worth speaking about from Herds-
man's Lake. That land was purchased and
drained for garden areas. In the spring
it grows some produlce. However, it -Was

never intended for a grazing area. In the
ease of mnany other estates it is amazing
how small is the amount paid by the set-
tlers. The accumulations of interest are
now almost equal to the purchase price. One
estate cost £26,425. The amiount still owing
is £17,466, and the amount of principal re-
paid is only £860. There also relief will
have to be given. Salt has taken possession
of a fairly large acreage on some parts Of
the estate. I was there in March, and found
one settler in a serious position owing to
salt. About one half his block has gone
salty. It has, of course, been claimed that
he should not have cleared the land if it
was salty. The salt on his block is creep-
ing up, and his position is most unsafe. I
do not see how it is possible for such men
to carry heavy burdens on reduced acre-
ages as the result of alkali accumulation.

Mr. Stubbs: The object of this Bill is to
g-ive them relief I

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes, The
Pa12llinup Estate is a fine estate, and the set-
tlers there are doing well. The cost of the
eistate is £44,774, and the amount that should
have been collected from the settlers is
£11,322. The amiount actually collected is
only £6,140.

Hon. C. 0. Latham. That is principal'?
The MTINISTERt FOR LANDS: Yes. In

interest £20l,289 has been collected, leav-
iug £P6,444 of arrears. Sonic of the set-
tlers on the Pallinup Estate are doing well.
The people who oceup~y good estates must
not expect, tinder this legislation, that there
neglect to seize the opportunity to make
good is going to he of advantage to them.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You are going to
treat some of the settlers harshly, because
the rnsin who has worke& hard and reduced
his liability will not efany benefit.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That is
the inequality of life.

l.Ion, C. 0G. Lath am:- That is so.
The MNI.7STER FOR LANDS: In ahl

this legislation someone has to bear the bur-
den. The man who has done his job and
paid his way has to carry the burden. In
many communities the storekeeper is
nearly bankrupt because he has not been
paid, and he is endeavouring to make those
who do pay, pay for those who do not pay.
On the Gurau Estate the settlers have done
%,cry well, and have tried to meet their pay-
muents. Its purchase cost was £33,000. The
Government have written ofFf£16,434 from
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the NooinlIing Estate and in addition
to that, interest amounting to £6,503,
which was recouped from the Common-
wealth, representing in all £2Z2,937. If
what I hear about the estate from bank
officials is correct, these settlers have not
had much of a chance to succeed. I will
give members additional information when
the Bill is considered in Committee, I
move-

That the Bill he now read a scond time.

On motion by Hon. C. G1. Latham debate
a djourned.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1934-35.

fit committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 8th November; '.%r.

Sleeman in the Chair.

Public Utilities:

Vote--Railways, Tram-ways, Ferries, anel
Electricity Supply, £2,760,000:

THE MMh1STER ]FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. J. C. Willeck-Oeraldton) [5.16]:
I do not intend to have much to say in in-
troducing these Estimates, hut I shall give
the Committee some riarticulam. of what was
done during the last financial year and some
indication of what is proposed for the pre-
sent financial year-. The ca9sh receipts and
disbursements for the year ending 30th
Jine, 1935, are expected to be--

Revenuec
Expeonditure

Net reventir
Unterest payments

Anticipated deficit

f
3,000,000
2,350,000

650,000
1,030,000

380,000

Included in the expenditure is £100,000,
which will he provided out of revenue to
pay for the rehabilitation scheme in con-
nection with belated repairs. If members
analyse the position regarding, belated re-
pairs, they will find that £120,000 was spent
untder that 'heading during the last financial
year, and it is expected that a similar
amjount will be spent during the next 31
years. From now onwards, we will have
returned about £100,000 out of revenue, so
that actually the railways will be expending
between £20,000 and £25,000 only from
Loan Funds. It is expected that that money
will bie recouped hy the department to
the Treasury the yecar after the belated

repairs pro0gramme111 is finished. That mesas
to say. it should lie recouped in 4j years'
Lime. The actual revenue received for the
last financial year was £2,88,531, so it will
be necessary to collect an additional £115,496
during the current year to reach the esti-
mated revenue of £-3,000,000. Up to ±hc end
of September, which concluded the first
quarter of dic current financial year, the
vasL receipts amounted to £147,000 more
than for the corresponidng quarter of 1933-
34. It is, therefore, reasonable to suppose
[iat the estimated reyenne of £3,000,000 will
lie realised. Since thie original estimate was
framned, the iposition regarding the wheat
harvest has not quite come up to expecta-
dions. During- a month or two we experi-
cured Ilighit rainfall in the wheat areas, and
in the northern district the crops were con-
s iderably affected by rust. Naturally that
will have an influence on harvest statistics,
:mud the probability is that this year We will
not receive much more freight from wheat
thani we did last year.

Mr. floney: Not as much?
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:

Yes. Last year there was a considerable
quantity of carry-over.

I-on. C. G. Latham: But farmers fire
still carting the wheat.

The MNISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
think that they hmave just about finished
doing so.

lion. C. G Laftami: There is a fair quan-
Lity yet to be carted.

The 1MTNISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
noticed along the Wongan Hills line that
thmere was a considerable quantity of wheat
on hand.

Hon. C. G, Lathanm: That was wheat
from la1st year's harvest. They are getting
it away now.

The MIINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes. I made inquiries two or three weeks
:Igo and I was informed that there was not
munch more to transport.

11on. C. G. ILatham: Comparatively
s5peaking, I suppose that is the position.

The "MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
That is so. Spread over the current finan-
cial year, there will probably he at least as
mnuch wheat carted as there was last year,
because the carry-over has been consider-
able. At Geraldtoa two or three boats were
loaded during October. At nearly every aid-
ing there is a balJance of wheat over from
last season.
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31r. Hawke: Will that mean no carry-
over for next year?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
We do not know w~jhat: will happen. It all
depends on the market. Tf satisfactory
prices are available, the position will be im-
proved, but then there is the question
whether the wheat can he sold at all.

Hon. C. C0. Lathami: Yes, that is the
main question.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: In
framing Estimates, many matte 'rs have to be
taken into consideratioh, but the principal.
question is whether the wheat can be sold at
all. If it can be sold, the grain will be railed
to port and shipped to various parts of 8wo
world. If comparatively small sales are made,
necessarily much of the wheat will remain
in the country. It is certain that the harvest
will not be ais satisfactory as it was last
year. -If marketing arrangements Can1 be
entered into for this year's crop, the rail-
ways; will be able, in view of the reduced
quantity of wheat available, to cope with
thle trathlr and, taking into consideration the
carry-over froim the previous season, we
shall probabl 'y transport more wheat thaii
we did last year. For 1933-34, the balance,
afte~r providing interest, amounted to
£280,586. The forecast for the current
financial yvai is £100,000 more than for the
previouls twelve months, wvhich is mainly
accounted for by% belated repairs. The in-
terest, for the ensuing 12 months, amounts
to £C1,030.000, an iflcrease of £22,000 com-
pared with thle actual dlebit under that head-
ing for thle last financial year'. 'Members are
interested in the trade of the country, which
is reflected in the earnings of the railways.
I have had figures prepared to illustrate t-hie
carings derived by the railways from various
commodities last year and disclosing the esti-
1mate receipts fromi them duringr the current
financial rear. For instance, wheat returned
to the department, 9507,2&3 last year and
it is anticipated that the returns from wheat
this y-ear will amiount to £620,000. Of
course, that figure will have to be modified
because the estimate was made two or three
months, ago and harvest anticipations have
not been realised. Consequently there will
be less wheat to be hauled and that estimate
of revenue from wheat will have to be eon-
siderablv miodified. With reg-ard to local
tinbt-r, the revenue last year was £207,423,
and thp estimlate for thle current financial

year is £:200,000. Fortunately for the State
generallyv, the timber industry continues to
expand, which means that a considerable
volume of additional work is provided for
timber bewers. and remunerative traffic is
provided for the railways and the ports
affected. That has a considerable effect upon
conditions generally throughout the State.
Some 12 or 18 mouths ago a large number
of the timber workers were employed, for
two days a week only, but, owing to the in-
creased operations in the timber industry,
the position has greatly improved. The
Government have c-ontributed towards the
increased prosperity of the ind-ustry by
mneans of reductions in railway freight. The
Forests Department contributed by allowing
a reduction in royalty charges and the Gov-
eniinen0.1t, inl other directions, furnished gen-
eral assistance to the industry. Certainly it
is inl a much more prosperous eondition to-
day and the outlook is much brighter than
it was two years ago. It is fortunate for
the State that it is so, It is fortunate, too,
for the timber industry, for it means SO
mueca increased employment. Mainlly be-
caule at thle two industries I have already
mientioned-mining and timber-tme posi-
tion of the State has been mnuch
easier than it would otherwise have
been. That has made a great difference
with regard to employment. On topl of that,
there is the extr-a loan money that the Gov-
ernment have had at their disposal and, as
thle Minister for Employment can tell maci-
hers, the increased number of individunals
employed in our secondary industries has
also made the position much better than it
wvas two years ago. The principal sources
of earnings last year and the probable re-
turns train themn during the current year-
I have already referred to xvheat and timber
-mre as follows:-

Wheat .-

Local timber
Local coal -

Wool .. .

Passenger and parcels
traffic

Livestock
Al other goodis
Miscellaneous and

rents

Actual
earnings,
1933-34.

F
507,23
207,423
114,249

60,541

688,480
122,031

1,048,280

171,022

Estimted
receipts,
1984-35,

£
020,000o
200,000
115,000

60,000

680,000
120,000

1,040,000

105,000

£2,919,315 £3,000,000
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Hon. U3. G. Latham: Did the figures re-
garding Collie eoal showv an increase on those
of the previous year?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
have not the figures for 1932-33, but I think
the figures show a slight increase. Even so,the position, as I will demonstrate later on ,
Will Still further improve because a number
of the motor trucks employed in conveyin~g
wool were licensed for a short time.

HEon. C. G. Latham: That will not affect
your returns this year.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: No.
Hon. C. G. Latham: The licenses will not

expire until the end of the year.
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:

Some of the licenses were granted
exclusive of the transport of wool.
A considerable quantity of wool has
been lhro,,glt, down, and the results
fronm the operations of the Transport Board
will make the railway position much easier,
Particularly if the clip remains about the
same as last year or even shows a slight
improvement.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: There will be a
greater quantity of wool this year.

Mr. Seward: There has been quite a con-
siderable increase in the weight of wool.

Mr. Alarn: Yes, about I lb. per sheep.
The M1INISTER FOR RAILWAYS:

Nevertheless, we do not anticip~ate muceh
difference because of that fact. We know
there has been an increase in the produc-
tive value per sheep throughout the whole
State, but the wool front about half the
sheep only is transported over the railway
system. The other half of the shecep are
located in the North, or elsewhere, and the
wool is transported by boat.

Hr. Seward: About half the sheep in
the State are in the agricultural areas.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes, and the wool from those sheep is tram'-
ported over the railways, but that system
is not affected by the wool fronm the re-
mainder of the sheep.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Even so, the in-
crease represents about 5,000,000 lbs.

The MINISTER FOR RATLWAYS:
Yes.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: And there is less
cartage by road than previously.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
That would make a difference of about 500
tons. The increase that members referred
to does not mean so many extra tons. From

the table I have quoted, members will rea-
lise where the bulk of the railway freight
is derived. The bulk of it comes from the
haulage of wheat, timber, coal, and wool.
The returns from passenger and parcels
traffic represent about one-fifth of the
earnings and livestock, other goods, miscel-
laneous and rents account for the balance.
The estimated expenditure for the railways
is approximately £C200,000 more than the ac-
tual expenditure for 1933-34. Of this
£C100,000 is a recoup to the Treasury for
the amount advanced for overtaking arrears
of maintenance. Extra expenditure is fore-
cast in the traffic branch to earn additional
revenue. In the mechanical branch pro-
vision has been made for a larger expendi-
hire on repairs to engine power andl rollingP
stock to meet pressing requirements, while
increased boiler expenditure is also antici-
pated. The current year will see a full
year's operation of the easements in wages
and salaries under the Financial Emer-
gency Act, 1934. The Financial Emergency
Act Amendment Bill, which is expected to
come into force at the beginning of next
year, will entail extra payments over six
months of the current financial year, and
there will be a considerable amount to find
on that account. Instead of having to
finance the financial emergency rebates,
which operated from the beginning of this
year for six months, we shall have to pro-
vide those amounts for the whole year and,
in addition, find thle money for the additional
benefits to operate as from the 1st Janu-
ary next. During the year the section of rail-
way from P'emberton to Westeliffe, 22 miles
10 chains. was taken over from the con-
struction branch and operated under ordin-
ary conditions. Traffic on the new line is
very light, and a loss on wvorking for some
time to come is inevitable. I do not wish
to dilate on that, except to say it is a pity
the line was ever built. The same remairk
might apply io the extension front fenmuar':
to -Nornalup. Such rail ways are exprnsi%
to build; heavy rails are necessary and the
traffic offering is extremely disnppointing
as compared with the very optimistic fore-
cast made when the Bills to authorise the
construction of those lines were before the
House eight or nine years ago. The earn-
ings of those lines will be very smiall and
it is no matter for congratulation to the
Railway Department that this railway has
been taken over during the year. New rol-
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ling stock built last year comprised 39 sheep
trucks and three brake vans. No new ioil-
ing stock is at present under cons ;uetion
from loan, hut certain replacements of ob-
solete stock are being undertaken under
belated repairs account. These will eventu-
ally be Paid for out of revenue. Extensive
repairs to existing rolling stock are being
carried out to cape with the traffic during
the forthcoming harvest. Most members
will agree that the passing of the
State Transport Co-ordination Act has
been the most important event for many
years from the standpoint of the Railwvav
Department. For several years the rail-
ways have been slowly but surely driftine
towards insolvency. But for the Act con-
.serving to the railways a good proportion
of the freight offering, no policy could have
been adopted other than to increase the
freight charges, unless we were to have a
deficit of over half a million a year, which
wvould have been impossible. We would have
been compelled, with much misgiving, to eoil-
template the increasing of freights on pri-
mar, products. Fortunately, owing to the
administration of the Act by the Trans-
p)0rt Board, we can see daylighit. The rail-
ways wvill get reasonable consideration
where facilities are provided, and we can
flow look forward to the future with some
confidence that it will not he necessary to
increase the freights on lprimary products.

Hon. C. G. Lathami: The Railway Depart-
uient will have to give the service, and I am
afraid they do not attempt to give it.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
know the hon. member has very oblique
views as to what the railways should do.

Hon. C. G-. Lathanm: No, they, are very
straight views.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
railways are performing a wonderful ser-
vice, though I do not say it could not be in-
proved. When the business was gradually
declining, all incentive to effect improve-
ments was removed. When the men saw
ever-increasing quantities of goods conveyed
by other means, they lost much of the in-
centive to work, and when bad times came,
the staff was retrenched considerably and
that upset the whole service. There wvas no
money available with which to effect ini-
provements, and though usually the cost of
improvements is repaid, money is necessary
in the first place to inaugurate them. There

was no incentive to do anything that would
involve fresh outlay. However, there is now
quite a different atmosphere in the service.
Business is being conserved to the railways,
and I am sure the railways will do their
part. There is a prospect of the traffic in-
creasing considerably, and that will mean
beneft to everyone in the service, such as
opportunities to secure higher positions and
perhaps better pay. It means abls that
money will be available to cater for in-
creased business. The aspect of co-ordina-
tion of transport will meet with a very
ready response from the departmeat. Ini
sonie respccts co-operation and co-ordina-
tion have already been achieved. The rail-
wayv authorities arc not unmindful of their
r-esponsibilities co-incidentall with the elim-
ination of unfair competition, if I may so
termn it. In expectation of increased busi-
ness, they have reduced freighbts, especially
onl small parcels, which members know have
been a cause of complaint by people in the
country. If only the same amount of busi-
ness continues to he done, this will mean a
rebate of about £50,000 a year, but the full
effect of the altered conditions cannot yet
be gauged as all the road transport licenses
will not expire until the end of next month.
Thereafter the conditions from a railway
point of view should be improved. If the
increased business brings increased earning
capacity and the overhead charges remain
stationary, the Government arc- not anxious
to wipe out the debit balance immediately.
The policy of? the Governtment is to give
some benefits to the people using the rail-
ways and, as I have mentioned, this year
we have given benefits representing £50,000.
It is not our aim to wipe out the deficit of
£250,000 in one year, but we hope to im-
prove tihe position of the railways progres-
sively, and at the same time give benefits
to the people who provide the trade. One-
half of the State deficit for the year will be
caused by the excess of railway expenditure
over receipts, so members will realise the
imiportant effect of railway administration
onl thme general finances of the State. With
increased business, I think we canl look for-
ward in a comparatively few years to the
r-ailwav deficit being less of a bugbear to
the Treasurer than it has been. Everyone
will -agree that; the Transport Hoard have
clone anl unpleasant and particularly diffi-
cult task in a manner that has been fair
Anld reasona~ble to all interests.
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Hon. C. G. Latham: Since they have be-
come more moderate, they have won the re-
speet of the people.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Sometimes, in order to get a naughty child
into a proper frame of mind, it is neces-t
sary to administer a fairly hard smack,
and sometimes it is considered that
the smack has been much harder than
it ought to have been. The Trans-
port Board had a very difficult task
to perform iii very difficult circumstances.
It was not a task that anyone desired to
bare, because it involved serious inconveni-
ence and loss to individuals engaged in road
transport work. The board were desirous
of conserving the interests of those indivi-
duals as far as possible, but Parliament had
laid down the policy to be adopted hy the
hoard, and the board have administered it
in a manner that has given general satisfac-
tion1 although some people were deprived
of rights and facilities in the process. We
do not now bear so much about the disabili-
ties suffered by country people because of
mnotor transport being denied them.

Mr. Wausbrough: In January next all the
complaints will he revived.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
do not think so. Members wvill recollect that
a considerable proportion of the meat sup-
plied for the Eastern Goldflelds was trans-
ported over the Trans. line from South Aus-
tralia, The Minister for Agriculture is
anxious to preserve that trade for the pro-
ducers of this State. The Railway Depart-
ment have sent a special officer to co-operate
with the stock agents, and I believe that, as
a result of running fast trains, and easing
the position from a freight standpoint, the
trade hitherto done fromi the Eastern States
will largely revert to the people of Western
Australia,

Hont. P. D. Ferguson: Will the freight
[romn Freinitle to Kalgoorlie be as cheap as
that from Port Augusta to Kalgoorlie7

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It
will be cheaper.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: That is the point.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: By
running fast trains, the stock will be de-
livered expeditiously, with a consequent im-
provement in the condition of the stock. If
we can transport the stock there in 24 hours,
it will arrnve in much better condition than
if the journey occupied three days.

[60]

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Especially if the
stock has been landed front Derby or Broome
just before,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: But
there are opportunities to spell and feed
stock after being landed from the boats.
Provided regular and suifficient, supplies of
stock are available at the weekly sales, the
running of the special train should remove
objections which the goldfields people have
had to buying in the metropolitan market,
and mean increased business to both the
railways and the pastoral industry. Efforts
have been made to co-ordinate the road and
rail. services by means of which a door-to-
door service will be provided for goods,
whilst at the same time retaining to the rail-
ways traffic which -really belongs to them.
The goods will. be taken to a distributing
centre at the cheapest possible rate, and at
that centre there will be another transport
service which will distribute them from door
to door.

'Hon. C. G. Lathain: The Railways have
agreed to that at last,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
Railways have always been anxious to agree
to a proposal of this description, but not on
the terms desired by the road hoards who
wanted five-sixths of the -vhole of the
charges for carrying over a short distance,
and to leave only one-sixth of the earnings
for the railways, who would have the renter
distance to carry. Now that there is to be
an adequate proportion of the money for
the railways, the Comlni -sioner has shown
a disposition to en-ordinate with anyone
desirous of supporting the service. It has
been difficult to obtain money for the build-
ing of rolling stock, hut we must seriously
face the position aad provide adequate small
units to take passengers and light traffic to
various destinations in quick time.

Hon. C. G. Latham: If you do not do
that, you will. lose all your passenger traffic.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes. It could not be done with mixed trains.
If we can concentrate on petrol or steam
conches, whichever is the better, to provide
the unit that can be worked by one man, so
much the better will it be for the people and
the department. Such a service on branch
lines of perhaps 60 or 70 miles in length
will enable people to get to their destina-
tions in a couple of hours, instead of four
or five, as is the ease at present. This will
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give great satisfaction, and should increase
the traffic for the railways. This policy is
being cardied out in the other States. It
is only because of lack of money that we
have not been able to inaugurate it before.
The system will considerably improve the
position where passengers, mails, and per-
haps small parcels are concerned, since it
will be possible to have rapid transit at a
reasonable charge.

Hon. C. G. Latham: And probably it will
he the means of retaining here a lot of
money that goes out of the State at the pre-
sent time for the purchase of petrol.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
have discussed the matter with the Commis-
sioner several times. During a visit I paid
to the Eastern States recently, I saw the
different coaches in use in New South
Wales, Victoria and South Austra-
lia, catering for passenger and light
traffic. The Commissioner is very keen
on giving the system a trial here.
and if we can get some loan money for the
purpose, we shall secure two or three
coaches, and in that way learn which is the
best type for our traffic. Personally I think
the internal combustion engine is easier to
manage than the steam engine. Proposals
are under consideration dealing with the re-
duction of working costs by means of re-
grading and deviations at key stations, and
also by the provision of new locomotive
stock to replace obsolete plank. The latter
necessitates some strengthening of bridges.
With regard to co-ordination of transport,
we recently made arrangements with the ce-
ment works under which a considerable
quantity of cement required for the con-
struction of the Canning dam will be car-
ried in bulk by the railways, then put into
lorries and conveyed to the dam site.

Ion, C. G. Latham:- I am glad to hear
you say this. It shows you are being con-
verted to our way of thinking with regard
to bulk handling.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It
is just an indication of the trend of rail-
way thought, brought about by the morale
of the railwsymen, who did not 'know whe-
their they would be kept on or dismissed.
Fortunately, now, there is a better spirit
because of the improvement in traffic.
Wherever it is possible to do so by the ex-
penditure of a comparatively small amount
of money we shall co-ordinate with the

other form of transport and in that way
increase the business of the department. The
cement will he conveyed to Anuadale in spe,-
cial containers to be constructed at the Miid-
laud Junction workshops. These will he
transferred hr road mnotors lo the dam site.
The rate of delivery of the cement will be
from 200 to 300 tons per week. It is esti-
mated there will be abouit 70,000 tons of
cement required for that job. The delivery
will he at the rate of 10,000 tons a year,
so it should take six or seven years to com-
plete the conveyance of the cement to the
site. Attention is being given by the Rail-
way Department to many small matters,
such as refreshment room charges, comfort-
able travel in both sitting and sleeping car-
riages, and all. will tend to give better ser-
vice to railway patrons. As far as the
tramways are concerned the estimated re-
sults are as follows:-

£
Revenue .. . .284,000

Expenditure . .. 200,000

Balance .. . . 84,000
Interest . - 4,000

Profit .. . 30,000

The actual cash results last year disclosed
a profit balance of £C23,62, so that an im-
provement of £6,000 is expected. Earnings
from other lines are estimated to approxi-
mate those of last year, with slight varia-
tions. Two new extensions, namely, Mint-
street to Patricia-street on the Victoria
Park line, and from Nan son-street to Alex-
ander-street on the Wembley section, were
added to the system last year, while 71
chains of track on the Kensington-street
route were dispensed with because of the
introduction of the trolley buses, which are
operating satisfactorily. The trolley buses
are not making any profit, though not be-
cause of any mechanical defect or any other
disadvantage; it is simply because they are
working on a route where there is much
competition, actu ally four different lines of
traffic. First there is the Hay-treet tram;
next the railway; then the trolley buses, and
another bus service.

Hon. C. G. Latham:- I notice you have
wrritten down a large sum for depreciation;
heavier, I think, than is justified.

The M[INISTER FOR RAILWAYS,, It
is as well to 'be careful when intraduciiiir a
new s-ystem. In many part- of the work!
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now train rails are being raised. Wherever
the electric system is available, trolley buses
are becoming the method of transport. The
tramns are obsolete and very noisy. Stand-
ing in front of the Treasury buildings in
Barrack-street when a tram is passing, it
is almaost impossible to carry on a conVem~a-
tion. The noise of the trains reverberates
against the buildings, and one cannot hear
oneself speak.

Mr. North: Are the trolley buses faster
than the frame?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes; and moreover they do not lead to a
congestion of the traffic, as do the tramns.
For instance, if one wants to travel from
the Supreme Court to the railway station,
it takes a considerable time because of being
held up by the trains in Barrack-street.

Mr. North: Yes, you could do it faster
on a push-bike.

The MINISTER FOBR RAILWAYS: A
trolley bus can go close to the footpath, or
around a vehicle, and gets along without
difficulty. Regarding ferries, the revenue
is expected to total £9,000, while working
expenses and interest are estimated at
£8,600, leaving a surplus of £400. Last year
the balance, after allowing for working ex-
penses and interest, was £e180, so that an im-
provement of £C220 is forecast for the cur-
rent year.

Hon. C. G. Lathanm: Are you putting on
a new boat?

The 'MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
We have promised to go into that matter.
Regarding the electricity supply, the esti-
mated results for the current year are as
follow-

Revenue
'Expenditure

Balance
Interest

£
300,000
202,000

98,000
03,000

roft . . 35,000

We are endeavouring to finalise the posi-
tion as far as the new plant is concerned,
and hope to be able to arrive at a decision
in two or three weeks' time. The position
is really becoming alarming. As the Leader
of the Opposition will know, there have
for years past been insistent demands for
extensions. While I was Minister for Rail-
ways five or six years ago, these extensions
Were required then. But perhaps the delay

has been for the best, because I think we
shall be able to get a much more modern
plant to-day than if we had accepted tenders
five or six years ago. Because of the inci-
dence of the recent coal award, srnalb coal.
which is used by the Electricity Depart-
ment, will east 10d. a ton more. This will
increase the fuel cost 121/ per cent., a
rather serious advance.

Hon. C. G-. Latbam: Is that 124, per cent.
over last year's price?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
On the rates fixed by what is known as the
Shann award. This new award increased the
price of small coal by 10d. a ton, and the
coal used by the railways by about 4d. a
ton. Fortunately the Electricity Supply
Department is able to make a profit and so
it may he able to stand the increase in the
price of coal, whereas the increase to the
Railway Department, which is losing
money, is not so great.

Hon. C. G-. Latham: Have you completed
the tenders for the power Plant?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
No, not yet. We are seeking information
which will put the Government in a posi-
tion to make a decision within the next two
or three weeks. I hope the whole arrange-
meats for the tenders will be concluded and
work on the foundations will soon be
started.

ML, WELSH (Pilbara) [6.1]: 1 should
like to ask the Minister whether he has
made provision for a motor coach on the
Marble Bar-Port Hedand Railway. The
present means of transport consist of at
trolley without either hood or windscreen.
To ask people to do 114 miles on
that trolley in a temperature anything
up to 120 in the shade is asking too
much, especially of a sick woman or a
child. Making the journey on that vehicle
under so hot a sun, and always with the
chance of a thunderstorm, is a very arduous
proceeding. If the Minister could provide
a mnotor coach for the line it would he of
vry great advantage to the passengers.
Apart from that, the railway service there is
practically confined to the wool season. In
the off season a full train is drawn by a
70-ton engine, with only one or two passen-
gers aboard and a few hundredweight of
freight. Instead of having that heavy train
going up, there should he a motor coach and
a truck which could easily carry fony or five
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tons. That would be of great advantage to
the people up there, and would probably
save wear and tear on the permanent way.

The Minister for Railways: That is a dis-
trict where a light passenger coach would
be useful.

Mr. WELSH: It would be, indeed. T he
present vehicle has neither wvindscreen nor
cover, which is pretty hard on any passen-
gers who have to travel. During the sunmner
season the people there go down to spend
a holiday at the seaside, and if provision
could be made for a motor coach and for
sonie other truck to carry a bit of a load,
it would be a distinct advantage. It is not
an unreasonable request, because the condi-
tions up there are pretty hard at any time.

MR. CROSS (Canning) [6..5] : I have just
been looking through the report of the Mee-
tricity Supply, and I ami impelled to ask
why there should be an extra charge made to
the Perth Tramways as against the Fre-
mantle Tramways. In 1930 the charge to
the Perth Tramway system was 1.25d. per
unit, and it has since been reduced to 1d.
Yet the Fremantle Tramway system is being
charged only .85d. per unit. I wonder
whether the General Manager )f thle Perth
Tramways is anxious to show a greater
profit on the Electricity Supply, and perhaps
a greater loss on the Tramways, in which
apparently he is not so keently interested?

ThecW Mister for Railways: The price of
current has been reduced by Id. within the
last four or five years.

Mr. CROSS: I am pleased the Minister
anid the Government are making exhaustive
inquiries before finalising that contract to
purchase a new unit for the power house.

Mr. Raphael:- Then you oughlt to be
ashamed.

Mr. CROSS: The General Mfanager has
just returned from a trip to Great Britain.
and has made certain recommendations. In
the light of the knowledge I have of some
of thle results of M.Taylor's previous pur-
chases, I should he very careful before I
accepted any of his recommendations at all

The CHATR.MAN: T think you will find
that under the Loan Estimates.

Mr. CROSS: Am I not in order in speak-
ing to it generally on these Estimates!

The CHAIRMAN: In a general way, yes.
Mr. CROSS: In thre past the General

Manager has been responsible for quite a lot

of Purchases, and ill Ily opinlion has wasted
a fairly large amount of money in that way.

Mr. Raphael: How can you say wasted
itq

Mr. CROSS: I realis e the uselessness of
.some of Mr. Taylor's purchases, and 1 would
appreciate it if the M1inister would place
on the Table the papers relating to those
purchases, so that we could get some idea
of the loss eataded by them, Some
years ago Mr. Taylor, after a trip to
Europe, purchased overhead retarding elec-
tric clocks, which cost a. large amount of
money but were never used, not even from
the first dlay. Shortly after that be initro-
duced Sonic automaltic point-shifters, 1but
because of thle accidents they caused they
were discard ed. I should like to know what
they cost. _mr, raylor next purchased in
Great Britain a new type of controller,
the Metropolitan Vickers controller. I uin-
dorstand this type had been previously con-
demned by the Melboune Tramwa 'y Depart-
mneat, notwithstandig which Mfr. Taylor
obtained a numtber from Eng-land. But as
soon as they arrived here it was discovered
that they had to be reeomistrmmctcd in the
Perth sheds. They have been a fruitful
source Of annoyance and it has cost a
fairly large sumll of mioley to keep them in
repair. One can get on almost any tramear
fitted with this device, and he will soon
find that it does not really give satisfactory
service. I have been on two cars to-day, each
fitted with this controller, and hoth ears were
missing oil one of the controls.

At r. Raphael: Did you buy a ticket!9
Mr. CROSS: I should be sorry for those

who did, and were hung up as 'the result
(of the Metropolitan Vickers controllers. It
would he interesting to know what those
controllers cost, and the cost of the repairs
that have had to be effected.

Mr. Hawke: Where was the other type
of controllers made?

MNr. CROSS: In Philadelphia. Mr.
Tay, lor was also responsible for thle intro-
Ficetion of the multiple type or tramn inl
Perth. 'fbm-se lso hove been unsatisfac-
cory. By experience it has been found that

when the cars are coupled together the mio-
tor in the one car works; against the motor
ill the other-, anld so cammses ert-ainl damage
andlr fanlts which have been the source of a
g'ood dleal of annoyance and have cost a lot
of miomev Then Mr. Taylor introduced what
he termed 'the power-saving mleters. They
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were installed on most of the ears, but were
not connected nor ever used, and after a
time they were all removed. I want to know
what they cost and why Mr. Taylor recoin-
mended them, and who paid for the loss.
They are stuck away in the car barn with
a lot more rubbish that lie bought when in
England.

Mr. Raphael: Don't be too hard on him.
'Mr. CROSS: Only recently a new con-

troller was taken out of No. .1 car because
it was found to be useless. A similar con-
dition obtains in No. 2 ar. If there is any-
thing at all in the Perth Tramnway system
which ought to be inquiredf into, it is the
history of the purchases of iniaterial niade
by the General Manager wvhen away onl
foreign trips. I am glad time Governent ire
niaking exhaustive inquiries before entering
into the expenditure of nearly half a million
of money.

Mr. Raphael; It is that £25,000 we al-c
thinking of.

Mr. CROSS: For years past the single
lines of tramway have used the Nichod sig-
nls. They proved reasonably satisfactory.

But whenever there have been head-on col-
lisions Mr. Taylor has alwvays blamed the
man, although he knows as well as I do that
when two trins sinnuillamneousqly enter at sec-
tion at opposite ends thne NacIod signal
does not work. HeI is now introducing a
new kind of signal, the Forest signal.* I
have watched it to see how it works and I
find that if any car passes that signal at
other than a walking pace, the signal does
not work at all. The motormen say the
Forest signals will be responsible for a
pretty big accident, and they are not nearly
as Satisfacto-y as the old Nachod signals.

[Sitting .susprnded froin 6.15 to 7.30 pmt.]

Mr. CROSS: During tine last few months
the Tramway Department have used thous-
ands of electric globes, many more than
ordinarily. It appears that these are ob-
tained from the Stores Branch at Midland
Junction. For some reason the globes have
not been of the shock-proof variety. The
result is many more have been used dur-
ing the period under review than would
normally be used. I want to know who is
responsible for putting into the trains so
many more globes in the last six months
than should have been'lnecessai-y. T dto not

know whether the manager has anything to
(it with that.

H-ou. C. G. Lathamn: is not that a matter
for tine Tender Board?

Mr. CROSS: If I were the managerI
would want to know something about it.
Other features of the tramway management
may be said to be unsatisfactory. The de-
partment issues a time table for which they
charge the public a penny. Amongst other
things this shows the tram service for Vic-
toria Park. It gives the times for the first
and last trains, and informs the public that
the service will be run at given intervals.
If one goes to Victoria Park on any day
one need not be surprised at having to
wait 20 minutes or half an hour for a tram.
That is not an uncommon occurrence. I do not
know whether the management are respon-
sible for the arrangement whereby two or
three trains come along together, after
which there is a gap of 20 minutes or half
an hour. That is also a frequent occur-
rence in Victoria Park. Gen~erally speaking,
all over the metropolitan area complaints
have been made about the unsatisfactory
service. It is not as if the men were satis-
fied. I do not know whlether the general
manager ever gave miiy real consideration
to the compilation of a decent roster. Un-
der present conditions a large percentage
of the day shifts inst for .12 hours. -Man 'y
day shifts are finished as late as 8 p.m.
Very drastic and extensive changes could
be made and the roster greatly improved,
with the result that nearly alt the 12-hour
shifts could be eliminated with very little
extra expense. If that were done the tram-
way mal would give better service. When
a body of people are dissatisfied w ith their
working conditions they seldom give of their
best. in my electorate there is great dis-
satisfaction concerning the South Perth
portion of the tramway service. We suffer
a disadvantage through having a single line
there. No single line of any length, with
loops inl it, can be worked satisfactorily.
The time has arrived] when this line should
either be duplicated throughout the greater
portion of its length, or replaced by a trol-
ley bus service. The liMinister for Railways
said that the trolley buses had not been run
at a profit. I believe that in the coming
year the profits from this source will be
greater than they are for this year. When
Mr. Taylor introduced the trolley buses he
had no experts at his disposal. The de-
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partment should have arranged for the ser-
vices of expert;, or else have had the trol-
ley buses set up properly before they left
Great Britain. That would have saved a
great deal of expense. The Minister may
not he aware that the armatures of the
trolley buses have been taken out more than
a dozen times. It is a fairly lengthy as
well as an expensive job.

Mr. Hegney: Did not one of the butses
come out in its completed form?

Mr. CROSS: It was supposed to be miade
up. After about the fourteenth attempt to
take the armature out of one of the buses
the source of the trouble was discovered.
Had an expert been here quite a, lot of ex-
pense would have been saved. The trolley
bus line along the Wellington Street route
is working at a greater disadvantage than
is seen elsewhere. The corners along that
route make it a difficult one. The route
runs through an area which carries only
a small residential population as far as the
metropolitan markets, and after that the
route is also served by other means of
transport, If the Government took a bold
step and installed trolley buses between
South Perth and Como they would not only
provide a better and more frequent service,
but show a better profit. Several exten-
tions from the Electricity Supply Deparc-
ment are required in the metropolitan area.
I have made several attempts to secure more
electric; light services in the Canning
Bridge area., Several requests hare
been made to the departmnit, an d
at least three different replies giv-
ing as many different reasons why the
requests could not be ranted have been re-
ceived. When the newv power house unit is
installed I hope these extensions will be
given. In my remnarks before the tee; ad-
journment I had no desire to reflect upon
the integrity of the General Manager. The
Goverwunent are to be commended for their
action in seeking the advice of reputable
engineering firnis in Great Britain so that
this State may get the best results of the
contract which is to involve so large a sum
of money. We know that mistakes have
been made in the past with regard to prev-
ious l)Lrtba.-es made overseas. Mr. Tayler
is probably the hest electrical engineer in
Australia. What I wished to convey was
that he had not the requisite knowledge of
transport work to run the tramway system.

I have long held the opinion that the posi-
tion of manager of the tramway service
should be held by a man who is well versed
in modem methods of transport and knows
all about its intricate workings.

MR. WARNER (Mount Marshall) [7.40]:
1 wish to make a few suggestions regarding
the train traffic in my electorate. We have
three looplines there. We know that every
effort is being made to push the commercial
goods vehicle off the road in favour of rail-
way transport. In place of that means of
transport it is only right that we should
have one fast train a week over those loop
lines. If that is impracticable we should be
given a steam coach or a coach of similar
proportions to provide the necessary fast
service for passengers and perishables, If
these lines were served by one fast train a
week It believe that the motor bralfic now
coming fromn the outside portion of may
electorate would undoubtedly be driven off
the road, and the goods would he sent by
train. The Government would then gain in
railway traffic and revenue, and local coal
instead of foreign fuel would be consumed
in the process. The transport legislation
has nlow pushed most of the motor trucks
oft the roads. We are looking for some-
thing froni the Railway Department to com-
pensate for the fast motor trucks which
used to move the perishables to the outlying
towns. I also wish to refer to the extra
freight on bulk wheat. I have heard that
matter discussed and the excuses offered for
the increase. That extra freight should he
abolished. I cannot believe that the reasons
given for it are correct. I trust the M1in-
ister will have that extra freight removed
in time for the next harvest. These shillings
mean a great deal to the ftinning community,
in fact they mean more to the farmer to-day
than pounds did a few years ago. I am
rather concerned lest the Government should,
seeing that the farmners are to receive a little
in the way of dole money, endeavour to get
some of it back by means of still further
railway increases. I trust the Minister will
take notice of the two points I have raised,
withI regard to the fast train service on the
loop lines, and the cancellation of the in-
creased freight on bulk wheat, If he would
instal the fast service to which I have re-
ferred, an11( advertise it well, I ajn sure the
department would i-cap good results.
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MR. NEEDHAM (Perth) [7..]: Last
year when the Railways Estimiates were be-
fore us, T referred to the Goverinment's
policy in retirinrg melt from the rail way ser-
vice at the age of 65. Oil that occasion the
Minister said it was the policy of the Gov-
ernment. Evidently that piolicy has coni-
tuned. [ k-now thait re'presentations have
been made to the Mlinister from other 1 1ar-
let-s Pointing out the unwisdout of retiring
men at the age of 65. The objection that
is held against Ihe policy is its arbitrary'
nature. Whilst there unav be sonic men
who at 05 cannot give efficient. service, wilIl,-
out the s4lightest shadow of doulbt many of
[lie men in the Railway IDepartment can
give, and are giving, efficient set-vice at that
age. P'robiably the 'Minister, in replying to-
night, will repeat his reply of 12 months
ago, that the policy is not confined to the
Railway Department but obtains in other
branches of the Government service. I am
not acquainted with other departments, not
having had personal experience in them;
but T have had experience in the railway'
service, and I venture to say that many Of
the men retired at the age of 65 were ren-
dering capable and efficient service to the
department at that time.

Mr. Raphael: How about retiring poili-
ticians at the age of 65?

Mr. NEEDHAM: The bon. member in-
terjecting has raised a question. Whilst the
Government insist on retiring railway men
aged 65, they do not hesitate to appoint to
other positions men who have reached that
age. I suggest to the Government to-night,
as I suggested last year, that; they migh
examine each case on its merits and not
arbitrarily retire men aged 65. One could
understand this policy of arbitrary retire-
mnent if there was in existence a super-
annuation fund on which the men could
draw. However, we know that there is not,
and we also know that the rates of wages
received by these men during their years
of service were not such as permitted them
to set aside a fund which would provide
for them in their old age. After they have
reared their families out of the we~ekly
wage, little of it is left. The only thing
that awaits such men is the old age pen-
sion, now 17s. 6d. per week. I suggest to
the Minister that Cabinet should again go
into the question of arbitrary retirement
at the age of 65, and see whether it is not
possible to revert to the system which was

in operation when practically the sa me
Government were ill power previously. I
my he wrong, but I believe that during
lte peiod front 1924 to 1930 men in the
railway service were not arbitrarily' retired
at the age of 65. 1 think the present policy
has come into operation since the advent of
the present Giovernment.

The Minister for Railways: No.
Mr. NEEDHAM: Be that as it inar, the

presenlt policy is worthy of review. I' hope
that the Minister-, in replying to the debate,
will indicate such an intention. There is
another phase of the matter. Not only are
men retired at the age of 65. but they must
take out their long-service leave and any
holidays. dac to them, prior to reaching that
age. To my way of thinking, that relpre-
,-ents a breach of contract. The Govern-
mient have agreed to give the uteri in the
railway service certain periods of long leave
and annual holiday. Why should those
Periods be shortened wvhen a man reaches
the age of 6- 1 do not know. If the Gov-
erment are determined to pursue the policy
of retirement at 65, then I suggest that at
least the long--service leave due, together
with any' holidays due, at that period should
lie taken out after retirement anid not be-
fore it. I believe the Government last Year
issued an instruction that on and after the
1st January, 1935, all long leave and Bit
holidays must be taken out prior to the
statutory age foir retirement being reached.
These questions are indissolubly linked. The
Minister might well review the position. Un-
doubtedly many of the men who have been
retired could still render efficient service to
the department, and many about to be
retired shortly are still active men who
could render better service than new men
coming on. I submit these matters to the
Minister, and hope that in replying be will
say that they will receive careful considera-
tion.

MR. WITHERS (Bunbury) [7.54]: My
desire is not only to lie critical in connection
with these Railway Estimnates, hut also to
give praise where praise is due. One has
to take into consideration the enormous in-
debtedness to the State represented by the
capital cost of the railways. That capital
indebtedness amounts to over £25,000,000.
For the first time in the history of the Rail-
way Department, this eam-'s interest bill
ex-eedls the million mark : an ti(mon must
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realise what a tough proposition the railway
administration have iii making a success of
that huge system which, as the Minister
pointed out to-night, is not merely a com-
mercial venture but also a developmental
factor. How long can the system carry onl
developmnental work with such an interest
burden? I have been wondering whether it
is not possible for the Government to find
their way out of the present impossible posi-
tion by relieving the department of a con-
siderable proportion of the interest burden
and placing it onl the general taxpayer, so
that from the report of the Commissioner of
Railways we shall be able to ascertain what
the real earnings and profits of the system
are. For this year the department's earnings
wvere £2,919,000 odd, and the working ex-
penses some £2,186,000, leaving a net rev-
enue of £E732,644. Thiat is the net 'revenue
over and above working expenses. What a
wonderf ul system our railways would be were
it not for the interest bill!

lHon. P. D. Ferguson: Who do you sug-
gest should pay the interest?

Mr. WITHERS: It has been suggested
many times in past years that the increase
in the value of land adjacent to the railwvay
lines shonid be made responsible for the
interest on the capital outhiy involved in
the system. During the time I have been a
member of this Chamber, I have not heard
how much money has been collected on that
account, altho 'ugh there is an Act by which
the collection can be enforced. Neither have
I ever learnt how much money has been
applied to that purpose. The railways arp
an investment belonging to the people, who
are told, "This is your property, and you
should supjport it." Though the Commis-
sioner of Railways can show a surplus of
revenue over working expenses, the interest
bill year after year prevents the system from
being a payable proposition. Again, there
is the question of new railways authorised
by Parliament. These are simply handed
over to the Commissioner as a further capi-
tal liability to hinm and to the State, without
his ever having had a say as to whether the
railways should be constructed or not. I
have read the last railway report, and have
examoiined it to see where the new Commis-
sinner has broken new ground, but have
failed to fintl any evidence of it. In this, his
firat report, the Commissioner states that
the Government have passed ht Transport Act

which will be beneficial to thc railway sys-
tenm, On looking through the first report
of the Transport Board, a new body, one
learns from it more concerning the working
of the railways than one learns from the
Commissioner's report. The Transport
Board's report refers to the Denmiark-Nor-
nalup and the Pemiberton-Northeliffe lines,
mentions the cost per mile, and states that
the constructioni of the lines was unwar-
ranted. That aspect should have been in-
quired into by some responsible authority
prior to those railways ever being con-
structed and becoming a further burden onl
the people of Western Australia. The
Transport Board were appointed for the
purpose of controlling a good deal of the
traffic taken from the Railway Department
by road vehicles. The board have made a
discovery. They suggest that the lines men-
tioned, and also the Ravenathiorpe-Hopetoun
railway, should be done away with, and that
other transport facilities should be furnished
in their stead. The Transport Board consists
of new men, who might say that so far
they had very little knowledge of transport
questions. On the other band, our Coin-
missioners of Railways have been paid, ur
are being paid, high salaries, and they should
have seen the position many years ago. If
the Government Railways Act does not em-
power them to do anything on the lines
suggested, application should have been
made to Parliament for amendment of that
measure in the required direction.

Mr. Wansbrough: Those railvays were
built for devel'opmental purposes.

Mr. WITHERS: I wish to give the Rail-
way Department every credit for the diffi-
culties under which thbey are working. On
the other hand, the Transport Board ha ve
at least endeavoured to achieve co-ordina,-
tion. I also ascertained fromi their report
that the Commissioner of Railways had a
discussion with the board with regard to a
revision of the rate book, and lie had toilI
the board lie was about to mnake representa-
tions to the Government. As a result, the
third-class rate has been eliminated and
commodities formerly carried under that
rate transfered to the second-class rate, and
there has also been a reduction in the smialls
mninimium scale. I have looked through the
report of? the Comimissioner of Railways and
cannot see anything in it regarding these
matters.
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The Minister for Railways: That did not
start until this year.

Mr. WITHERS: I heard the Minister
make some reference to it, and I was rathe-r
surprised. However, J ascertainod this in-
formation from the report of the TIransport
Board.

The Minister for Railways: It started
on the 1st July.

,Mr. WITHERS: At any rate, 1 commncad
the department for the alterations. I had
intended to refer to several other matters,
but the Minister has saved me the trouble,
because he indicated what I intended to deal
with had already been attended to. I would
particularly stress the position regarding
the competition of the Eastern States over
the trans-line. That matter is long overdue
for effective treatment. We should have en-
tered into competition with the Eastern
States in the early stages and, not hav-e al-
lowed so much of the requirements of K-al-
goorlie to be drawn, from the East. N.%ow
we have to make a belated attempt to coun-
ter that comapetition. The State should see
to it that the trade is done within her own
borders.

Mr. Wanshrough: The matter was in our
own hands at the time.

Mr. WITHERS: That is so, One of the
difficulties has been that successive Conmmis-
sioners have not given satisfactory answers
when requests have been made to rectify
matters. For instance, agricultural societies
have forwarded, from time to time, resolu-
tions with regard to the unsatisfactory ar.
rangements for The transport of stock to the
Kalgoorlie market. They could never get
any satisfaction from the Commissioner, and
therefore could not enter into competition
against the growers iii the Eastern States
who railed their cattle over the trans line.
When bodies of that description from
various centres have to ventilate such griev-
ances, it shows that there is something radi-
cally wrong with the system. The Minister
referred to branch-line services. It does not
require a man highbly trained in transport
matters to visualise what has been required]
on country spur lines for many years past.
Certainly the service rendered the people in
the outback has been most acceptable, hut
the day of mixed trains is past, when we
consider road transport competition. If we
are prepared to provide people with quick
transit facilities over the railways, they will

respond. In mny opinion, the day of joy
riding per motor car is waning. There was
a time when country people liked to jump
into their new ear and set off on a joy ride
to the city. Now they are rather tired of
that, and are showing an inclination to
travel by train, provided quick transit is
p)rovided.

Mr. Raphael: Yes, 24 hours to get ro
Geraldton!

Mr. WITHERS: I knLow that even the
so-called express trains take a long time on
these big journeys, hut we would not be
justified in asking the Government to run a
smnall fast train over such a section as the
one to which the hon. member referred.
When it comeCs to lines such as the Mar-
:"iiret Ri ver- 11 inders lBay-Busselton, the Pim-
berton-Eridgetown and the Boyup Brook-
Doninybrook, it moust he realised that they'
could all conv-r-ge at one point, such as Boy-
anitp, and there link up with a fasit Liain
fromi Buimburv at Picton Junction, and so
on to Perth. Naturally, when people are
asked to travel hy ixed trains, which hike
a long time to dio a journey, they become
di ssatisftied. Nevertheless, the Governmnt
cannot be asked to provide fast trains
over such lines, in view of the smnail
number who travel. If the Govern-
nient will only provide quicker facili-
ties, they wil get the patronage to
which they are entitled. The department
aire pressed from time to time to institute
refonms because of motor transport compe-
tition, but very often they, arc not prepared
to do what is required. For instance, I
know of one individuial who travelled regu-
larly on the sUblrbanl r41ilways. He had
his season% ticket. IHI happened to he on
leave and the day lie returned, is season
ticket expired. l ic was living at Cottesloe,
andl before lie took his baggage off the train,
he went to the booking office to renew his
season ticket for the next day. lHe was told
at the bookingc office that he could not re-
new his season tit-ket, but that he would
have to take Ouit a new one and forfeit his
deposit. I understand the deposit is is.
Fancy splitting straws over such a matter!
The clerk in time booking office can not be
blamed, because lie has to act under instruc-
tions, In this instance the man very natu-
rally said, "I will not renew my ticket. I
will forfeit my deposit and in future
I will travel by motor bus." Thus the
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State lost a permanent railway traveller,
and that has been the position for the past
four or five years4. Pin-pricks of thiat de-
scription should be done away with. There
was another instance in the South-West. A
lady went to board a train at Serpentine,
which is a booking station, and the fare to
Mardella. is 3d. When she reached the sta-
tion, the train was just about to leave, aad
the stationmaster told her to get aboard
and get a ticket from the collcetor. Accord-
ingly she jnmped into the train, and when
she got out at Afacdella she tendered the 3d.
for her ticket. The collector hdd lip the
train for about a quarter of an hour over
a 3d. fare, and to collect 6id. booking fee.
He went to put his hands on the women,
who protested; she defied him and told him
what she would do if he dared to touch hen.
There was all that inconvenience over a
3d. fare. It was not altogether the fault
of the ticket collector because he had dis-
tinct instructions as to what he should do.

The Minister for Railways: The station-
master was wrong in the first instance.

Mr. WITHERS: That is so, hut this
is another instance of the application of
red tape, and shows why people are being
driven from the railways.

Hon. C. 0. Latham: If the lady had got
out at the station, she would have been
charged a fare from the last place where
there was a stationmnaster.

Mr. WITHERS: These pin-pricks do the
department a lot of harm. The member
for Perth dealt with the question of retire-
ment of officers when they reach 65 years
of age. I agree that mien should be retired
at that age, or nt 60 years, if necessary,
provided. that provision is made for thein
on their retirement. I was in the railway
service myself, hut I did not make any pro-
vision along those lines. Had I remained
in the service, I would probably be one of
those who complain because of the lack of
such provision. It was our own fault that
we did not take any steps to secure a super-
annuation fund in those early days. T
quite agree that when a man reaches a cer-
tain age, particularly if engaged in certain
classes of railway work, his nerves go to
such an extent that he ought to retire. The
member for Perth claimed that some men
were quite competent at 65 years of age.

Mr. Wansbrough: They would not be on
the running staff.

MIr. WVITHERS: Some of them even
claimi they are active enough for that. The
position that worries me is that if we put
off all these mnir as they reach 65 years, it
means that the experieceod men are leav-
ing the service, and these arc the men who,
to a great extent, are carrying it on to-day.

.Mr, Hegney: There are plenty of young
urln coming onl.

Mm. WITHERIS: If the member for Mid-
die Swan can suggest that, it goes to show
that he does not know what the position ac-
tually is. The time is coining when many
of these experienced railwaiy men will he
leaving- the department, and we are not
keeping up with the requirements, so as
to replace them with experienced men. The
departmental report shows that 600-odd ex-
tra men were employed daring the past 12
months.

Mr. Hawke: On the permanent staff I
Mr. WITHERS: Yes.
Mr. Cross: That would be as a result of

the operations of the Transport Board.
Mr. WITHERS: It cannot he attributed

to that. That increase was due to sheer
necessity. I have been investigating the
mnatter and have secured information from
various parts of the State with reference
to the shortage of men in the running
branich of the locomotive section. I will not
give the names of the districts concerned,
hut at one centre on the 22nd October, two
trains had to be cancelled and also two
specieaIs on the 23rd and 24th October. The
information supplied to me showed that the
trains were cancelled because there were -no
men available, although there was any quan-
tity of loading ready. The foreman stated
that the rosters had to be cancelled because
he required at least 12 cleaners. The enl-
gines were said to be in a filthy condition,
and some that had come in from the bush
had not been cleaned for weeks, and had
been returned in the same condition. I have
it on good authority that in the loco. sheds
in Perth Jest week there were no cleaners,
and a man had to be sent from Fremantle
to light the fires and keep them going one
night. Of another depot it was reported
that the engines were in a filthy condition.
Little or no cleaning was being done. The
shed foreman wired for more cleaners with
tickets (certificates), and the reply was "none
available."- The engine-men were working
long hours owing to the shortage of staff.
Another depot reported that the total clean-
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ing time for the week was '20 hours, and the
overtime for the week was 105 hours. For
another week, thme total cleaning tune was 30
hours, and the overt ime 59 hours. Three
oilier depots reported overtime and no clean-
ing; room for 100 cleaners. If details of
all the overtime for the past 1:3 wveeks and
the number of trains cancelled could be lin '
onl the table, it would he a revelation. I
wrish the member for 'Middle Swan and
other members to understand that we do not

%%ata Darktown ai lwav system.
Mr. Raphael : You have got it.
Mr. WTHERS: We have exp~erienceId

men in the railwaYs. and we ought to aimi at
building up all efficient staff to take the
place of the meii who rcti re. It is imipos-
sible to train a fireman in time space of a few
day' s. Heo must have a knowledge of raising
steam and attending to boilers, and must
understand signalling, and lie has to pas
an examination before hie canl undertake thalt
work. At present we are really puln Melt
off the street in order to manl the railways
That ought not to be done. Less interest
charges, we are showing a profit of £732,000
for the 12 months, and some of the mioney
should be devotedl to staffing the railways
in such a manner as to bring them to anl
efficient state. The railways, too, are fol-
lowing the example of outside employers by'
employing girls instead of youths. This is
a seriou.9 matter that has been agitating iny
mind for a long time. It is almost impos-
sible to get boys into employment, but not so
girls. I had all experience in my own home.
T have a boy aged 22 who cannot get work.'
I suppose i t is because I am a member of
Parliament.

Mr. H~egney: There are hundreds like you
who cannot get jobs for their boys, but that
is due to the economic system.

Mr. WITHERS: I have a girl who had
never been from home since she left school
and recently a trader asked whether she
wvould take a position. She did so. Why
was she sent for in preference to the boy?
Equality is claimed for the sexes, but not
equality of pay. The sooner we get equal
pay for the sexes, the sooner shall we be
able to get our boys into employmnent, and
enable them to marry.

Mr. Raphael: We shall have to Hitlerise
the State.

Mr. WITHERS: I do not agree with
that. This is a difficult question to approach

because of the risk of offending the women-
folk, but it is a question wvhich must be
faced. If the womenfolk claim equal rights
with the men, we should pass legislation to
provide equai paty for the sexes, and then if
employers chose to employ girls instead of
boys, they could do so. So long as the ex-
isting state of affairs continues the unezn-
pinyinent problem will not be solved. The
Railway Department employ girls where
youths should be emnployed. We should be
looking to youths to become the railway men
of the future. What part could a girl play
in the railways outside thep office' Railway
cadets are trained for every branch of rail-
war' work from telegraphists to station-
matiers. Youths trained in the administra-
tive offices, not in the workshops, give years
of servic from the time of leaving school
until they r-each the age of 21, and when
theyv become entitled to receive the adult
wage, they aire thrown out onl the street.

The 'Minister for Railways: That is not

Mr. WITHERS: It is right.
The Minister for Railways: That practice

has been stopped.
Mr. WITHERS: If we are going to retire

experieuced meii when they reach the age
limit, we should be training youing men to
take their places. I intended to talk about
the electrification of railways, bitt the replies
given to questions do not encourage one to
deal with that subject. After the statement
of the member for Canning,, it would
scarcely be wvorth while touching on the
subject of the electrification of railways.
Regarding the reduction of freights, I should
like the department to take one matter into
consideration. I understand that the de-
partment intend to revise the rate book. In
the good old days when the rate book was
first started, practically the whole of the
goods traffic radiated from the city to vani-
otis parts of the State, and trucks returned
from Kalgoorlie, for instance, empty. A
certain amount of encouragement was given
to back-loading, and this was done by means
of offering a cheaper rate for up-traffic as
compared with down-traffic. That system
might have met requirements in those days,
but we have reached a stage when there is
as much traffic entering as leaving the city,
butl the rate book is still framed as it was
in the early days. A man in my electorate
has a factory, and to rail logs from 40 miles
north of IBunbnry to that town eosts more
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that) to rail them 70 miles to the metropoli-
tan area. Why should not the freight he
based on mileage regardless of the direction
in which the goods are hauled? If that
factory owner obtained his logs from south
of lBunhury he would come under the up-
rate, and could get them cheaper thani by
bringing them from the north of Bunaur.
That matter should receive consideration of
the Commissioner with a view to retaining
the traffic for the railwvays. Many people
have established motor services because of
such pin-pricks. In the Estimates railways,
tramways, electricity supply and ferries are
grouped under the heading of railways, and
I wish to point out the need for co-ordina-
tion. If a passenger misses a train at Mt.
Lawley, it is a common experience to find
that the tram has left at the same time and
the passenger has to wait a quarter of an
hour. The same thing happens at the
Bridge-street end. There should be some
co-ordination between the two services so
that the passenger who bad missed a train
would know that lie could catch a tram in two

or three minutes' time. The member for Can-
ning spoke of trains running to the city
from South Perth one after the other. On
the Beaufort-street line it is a common ex-
perience to have to wait a considerable time
for a tram, and then one finds a tram from
Inglewood, another one from Walcott-street,
and later another from Bulwer-street run-
ning into the city together. The system has
surely been in operation long enough to en-
able the authorities to study the convenience
of the travelling public better than that. I
hope the Minister will realise that I have
offered this criticism, not with any desire
to condemn, but with a view to pointing out
n-here improvements could be effected.

M. RAPHAEL (Victoria Park) [8.26]:
I would not have spoken but for the re-
marks of the member for Canning. He
referred to various purchases made by the
manager of the Tramway flepartment dur-
ing his sojourns at Home, spoke of his hav-
ing recommended the acceptance of a higher
tender and of the Government having held
in abeyance the tender for the new unit at
the power house. His remarks would lead
one to believe that there must be something
underlying his statement. I hope the Gov-
ernment will not let the occasion pass with-
out making definite investigation into the

aspersions cast by the lion. member on the
manager of the tramwaysi.

Mr. Wilson: He did not cast aspersions
oil him.

Mr. RAPHAEL: He has already uttered
those aspersions, and if be tries to retract
them, I would point out that it is much
harder to overtake a lie than to tell it. I
hope the Government will make an investi-
gation to ascertain whether the information
given to the House was correct.

31r. Warner: Why not move for a Royal
Commission?

Mr. RAPHAEL: I should Like to remove
you to Claremont.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member must
address the Chair.

Mr. RAPHAEL: I am sorry that 1 am
so easily led astray. I have been endeavour-
ing to get a reply from the Minister for
Railways for some time regarding an over-
lapping section on the Victoria Park tram
route. Various organisations and represen-
tatives of old-age and invalid pensioners
have waited on him by deputation requesting
to be allowed to travel at the old rate of Id.
from the old terminus to the local post
office to collect their pensions. The reply
received on each occasion has been that Cabi-
net had the matter under consideration. This
matter 'nay not seem important to the Gov-
erment but it means much to the pen-
sioners to have to pay an extra ?d. to travel
that distance. I hope the Minister, when
replying to the debate, will give a favour-
able answer. I hope that Cabinet, after full
consideration of this urgent matte;, will
grant the request.

Mr. Wilson: How long has it been under
consideration?

Mr. RAPHAEL: Only seven months,
which is not bad for a Government. The
Minister might consider the question at his
earliest convenience. The bus service run-
ning to South Belmont, through the increase
of a penny, has been increased by another
bus and the service is run more speedily
than, previously. The increase is short-sighted
policy, and it will mean that the Govern-
mnent will put more revenue in the way of
the buses. Another point I wish to refer
to is the method adopted by the Tramway
Department in the selection of their em-
ployees. I do not know why the Government
do not take action in respect of the selection
of the people engaged by the tramway
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authorities. A short time ago I attempted
to find work on the tramway system for
genuine unemployed, but I was unsuccessful.

Mr. Thorn; Are you trying to work in
some of your cobbers?

Mr. RAPHAEL: The bon. member is so
wilfully deaf and he makes such inane in-
terjections that they are responsible for
a laughter only.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
Air. RAPHAEL: After the hon. member's

inane interjection-
The CHAIRMAN: Orderl Will the hon.

member please address the Chair and con-
fine his remarks to the subject matter before
the Committee?

Mr. RAPHAEL: As I was saying, I
endeavoured to find work for some genuine
unemployed married men. I was told on
one occasion that there were to be no addi-
tions to the staff, hut later I found that a
man had been put on a permanent job which
hie holds to-day. On another occasion I
found that a single man from the country, a
recruit of the West Perth football club, had
secured employment on a tramway job, and
later still I found that three more who had
come fromn Wemubley, where Mr. Shillington
lives, had also been given employment.

Mr. %Varner: Mr. Shillington was more
.successful than you.

Mr. RAPHAEL: It looks as if one has to
be a member of the West Perth football club
or a friend of Shillington's before he can
get a job on the tramns to-day.

Mr. Cross: That is not true.
Mr. RAPHAEL: I hope the Minister will

conduct some investigations into the state-
mnents I have made and also the accusations
made by the member for Canning against
the integrity of the management.

Mr. Cross: I never made any accusations.

MR. NORTH (Claremont) [8.36] : 1 am
glad the Minister has agreed to the request
of the residents of Dalkeitli respecting the
bus service to that suburb. The Perth to
Claremont route is now recognised as an im-
portant one and for that reason I think at
more modern system of transport should
be installed. There is no reason wvhy trol-
ley buses should not take the place of the
trains. It is a long run to Claremont and
it is generally understood that the existing
system is a white elephant, even though the
route is one of the best around the metro-

politan area. Being so, it should be served
with the best vehicles, and especially as
the distance is long. With regard to the
railways, I have had a request from sev-
eral passengers who use the service, and I
pass it on to the Minister; it is that the
seats should be sloped as are the seats of
motor cars. I think it is a good suggestion
though I do not know how it will appeal
to the Minister. The ordinary railway
traveller is very uncomfortable on long
journeys because the seats are fiat. They
would he much more attractive if t33e~l
could have a slight tilt as in motor cars
or trolley buses. When the coaches are
taken to the workshops for overhaul the
matter could receive attention. The seats
would certainly be made much more com-
fortable if they were altered in the direc-
tion suggested. We have heard that the
Transport Board propose to order the sub-
stitution of larger vehicles for the existing
taxis, to carry six or seven passengers. The
House should have some authority to argue
on the right of the board to alter the shape
or size of vehicles. The North Cottesloe ser-
vice, for instance, runs every quarter of an
hour, and there is just about enough traffic
to support the service with vehicles capable
of carrying five or six passengers. If the
Transport Board insist on vehicles being
substituted capable of carrying 14 or 15
passengers, the effect will be to entirely des-
troy the service. I trust the Minister will
see to it that the people of North Cottes-
Joe are not penalised by the Transport
Board's suggested innovation, the only
effect of which will be the destruction of
the usefulness of the service. Another
matter about which I desire to complain
is the question of overhead bridges at rail-
way stations. I know that they cannot be
taken awvay cheaply and that subways are
costly, but I again urge the suggestion that
I brought forward once before of consid-
ering the idea of permitting passengers to
cross the rails. In many parts of the world
platforms are practically level with the rail-
ways and there are no overhead footbridges.
Therefore people walk across the rails and
exercise caution to avoid coming to
grief. If they can escape mishap where
the traffic is much greater than it
is in our State, surely no harm would
follow from the removal of the over-
head bridges here. Some years ago plans
of subways for railway stations were pre-
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pared. These provided for ticket offices
and other conveniences as well. By their
contruction it would be possible to abolish
the signalman at these places and in that
wvay save, as at Cottesloc, for instance, £600
a year which the signalling service at that
station costs. Again, with regard to loco-
motives, I should like to know whether the
department has kept in touch with modern
developments. We read of the wonderfully
fast and powerful locomotives doing all
sorts of new jobs, some using Diesel engines
and some even using coal and oil, heavy
Oil on one side of the piston and coal onl
the other. The effect of this, I understand,
is to reduce the cost of running to a few
pence per mile, as against the very high
cost of the present locomotive. I suggest
that the Chief Locomotive Engineer should
inquire into this matter with a view of
perhaps this year or next year making anl
attempt to manufacture a similar locomo-
tive in our own workshop.

MRt. SEWARD (Pingelly) [8.43): When
this department came up for review last
year the new Commissioner had just been
appointed; consequently it was felt that
criticism might be withheld until such time
as he had got into his stride. To-day it cer-
tainly cannot be said that the Commissioner
has introduced any innovations that are
likely to improve the service. Of course in
saying that I must qualify the statement by
the fact that he had a big job to undertake,
because the railways, I think, through years
of lack of infusion of fresh ideas, had
practically lost a great deal of their busi-
ness, not through the competition of the
motor trucks but for want of ability pro-
perly to cater for the business that
was offering. There was no desire on the
part of country people to go away from the
railways, but they were forced to go away
owing to the antiquated methods adopted
by the railways. The Minister to-night
quoted figures relative to the revenue
received under various headings last year,
and he quoted also the estimates for this
year. Those estimates are realty conjec-
tural, and I am not going to attempt to show
that they are wrong, because we all hope
the revenue returns will be as good as pos-
sible. At the same time, the position of the
wheat industry indicates that the railway
revenue this year will be less than it was
last year. But the first question I wish to

bring forward is the necessity for speeding
up country trains. It is frequently said
that it cannot be done. The question of
making representations to the Commissioner
before the summer time table was drawn up
was mentioned recently.

Air. Stubbs: The representation was re-
fused.

Mr. SEWARD: Take the running of the
Albany express: That train is still run-
fling to a time table that came into opera-
tion when the line was built. Surely a little
speeding up of that train could be arranged.
I am sure it can be done, because only five
weeks ago, when I came down by that train,
it was held up at Spencer's Brook for 55
minutes and, after all, we arrived at the
Perth station only five minutes behind time;
on the run down from Spencer's Brook that
train picked up .50 minutes. On another
occasion we were over an hour late in leav-
ing Brockton, and we arrived in Perth onl
time. What I specially noted on the way
down was, not so much the speeding up of
the train, as the elimination of delays at the
stations. That is where so much time is
lost. I remember that years ago, in Vic-
toria, the Railway Commissioner started to
cut out unnecessary delays at stations and
sidings with the result that at most of the
stations the trains stopped only about a
minute, and sometimes passengers were over-
carried. But they soon became accustomed
to the new order and got their bags aud
things r~eady before the train reached the
station. I am certain if that were done
here, a saving of two hours could be made
in the running of the Albany express. It is
the time it takes country people to come to
Perth and get back again that precludes
their using of the railwvays. Only the other
day a friend told me that it takes him 12
hours to come to Perth by train, whereas it
means only four or five hours by ear. The
member for Claremont suggested the tilting
of seats in railway carriages, as is done in
motor cars. Perhaps we need not go quite
as far as that, but last year I arranged for
an inspection of those infernal carriages
known as the A.C.Ws. In consequence, I am
not asking for the tilting of the seats, but I
do ask that some springs should be put in the
seats of those carriages, for at present they
are just as hard as the floor. And those car-
riages are used on long country runs. I am
convinced that while they are kept on long
runs the Commissioner must expect to lose
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his passenger traffie. Thea there is the light-
ing in country carriages. Two or three weeks
ago I was making a night journey. At dusk
the lamps were lit. There were two elec-
tric lights in the carriage, and they were so
bright that I took out a book and began
to read. But presently both lights dimmed
down until they were only points in the
darkness, and for four hours those of us
in the carriage had to sit and stare idly out
of the windows. Those are some of the de-
tails that can make or mar the effective-
ness of the railway service. Then there are
the timetables. The winter timetables on
country lines, spur lines particularly, are
the same as the summer timetables. Surely
that could he obviated. In summer time the
mixed trains have a lot of shunting to do,
but in winter, after the wheat is all gone,
a much faster service could be introduced,
as is done in the Eastern States. The mem-
ber for Bunbury touched on the necessity
for the proper representation of the Com-
missioner on any body' empowered to de-
termine what new lines shall he built. It
brought to my mind the Lake Grace-Hyden
railway.

Mr. Patrick: He is represented now.
Mr. SEWARD: But not adequately. He

was not in favour of that line. It is an
abominable line. I went to the department
to get provision made for a stock train to
ser-e the Lake Grace-Hyden line. The reply
was that it would be necessary to run a train
from Wagin to Lake Grace on Saturday;
book off at Lake Grace; run from Lake
Grace to Hyden on Monday; book off; return
to Hyden, depart 0 a.m. Tuesday, and con-
nect with No. 76 at Lake Grace on Tuesday.
The engine crew would again book off at
Lake Grace on Tuesday and return to
Wagin on Wednesday, resulting in a mile-
nge of 22-6 being run. Of course one could
not go to the Commissioner wvith such
a proposition. So I suggested to him
the running of road transport to Ron-
dinin to serve the Hyden and Kal-
garin people, but he said that could be
done by private enterprise. We have en-
deavoured to get the Commissioner to con-
tract with local carriers to bring all the
wool within reach of sidings in to the rail-
way, to be carried by the railway down to
Perth. If that were done and provision
made for road transport between Hyden and
Kondinin that truffle Would come to the rail-

way at that point and would save about 90
miles of freight and a whole day in travel-
ling. But the Commissioner will not agree
to that. It is only fair to ask that some
provision be made in order to get that stuff
in to the railways. Another thing is the pro-
vision of some method of cold storage trucks
for the conveyance of cream to butter fac-
tories. On the Kondinin line at present a
Very large quantity of cream is being sent
in, and that traffic is assuming large p- opor-
tions. But when we put it to the railways,
they said they would have to charge the con-
signees the cost of the ice in the truck. But
the electric lighting, I think, is generated
from the wheels of the train, and it has oc-
curred to me that it might be possible to
have some refrigerating system that could
be developed by the running of the train,
and so provide cold storage trucks to bring
down the cream a (listance of 100 miles to
Narrogin, a journey which under present
conditions in sunimerl time is suffi-
cient to convert cream, from first-class to a
second-class, product. The improvement
would mean a better price to the producer,
which is very important to the industry as
a whole. Another matter I would mention
is that the Kuhna Agricultural Society made
a strong endeavour to get the wheat exhibit
from the Agricultural Department to their
show last September. I saw the Agricul-
tural Department, and courteously they
arranged that the exhibit should he made
available. But on the day of the show the
Railway Department rang up to say that
half the exhibit had been left on the Merre-
din station and that, if the Agricultural
Society liked to send up a motor truck, they
could get it. It is hardly fair to) the
Agricultural Department, which sends
its exhibits along, that the Railway
Department should leave them on a far
distant station. Then there is the use of
the trucks that were specially built for the
carriage of wheat in bulk. When we bad
a debatc in the House on bulk handling, the
imposition of an additional freight of 9d.
per ton on hulk wheat was stressed, and the
reply of the Minister was that special truck-
had to lie provided for the carriage of wheat
in bulk, and the ' could not be used for an '
other purpose. But evidence has been sent
along to me showing- tat those bulk trucks
have been used recently for the transport of
sheep, and that when the sheep arrived at
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their destination the trucks were loaded with
wool for Fremantle. I have no objection to
those trucks bcing used for the transport of
anything the railway has to transport, but
I strongly object to the wheatgrowers being
asked to pay for the trucks on the statement
that they cannot be used to carry anything-
but bulk wheat, It has always been a matter
of anmazemenit to me to see lying at Spen-
cer's Brook a long' rake of those trucksq, idle
for six months in the year. if any private
person owned them, that would not Ile
allowed. In view of the fact that those
trucks are being used generally, T appeal
to the Minister to see that that unfair charge
of 9d. per ton on wheat in bulk shall he re-
moved. I wish to refer to the State rrraii,
port Board, whose activities have started 'in
the smnall fellow, the man whom the board
know they could hit. Hfad they started by
asking the railways to provide proper facil-
ities. for country people, and had those
facilities been provided, allowing people
to get their goods down by the ril-
ways, it would then have been time to
turn attention to the motor truclks.
These small lines of profit are now denied
to the farmer. It would not pay any set-
tler to lose half a day going to a siding with
a box of eggs or a few pounds of butter. If
he could leave these things at the gate--gen-
erally the children when driving to school
would do that-they would be picked up by
the motor truck and taken to market. These
lines are a source of revenue, and at a time
like this they count for a great deal. That
is one of the effects of the operations of
the Transport Board. I admit that soe
temporary licenses have been granted to the
end of December, and in other instances
carriers have been allowed to conduct a re-
stricted service on the old routes. On the
eastern side of the Pingelly electorate it is
no uncommon sight to see crates standing-
at the gates ready to be picked up by the
motor traffic. All that will be done away
with by the end of December,

The Minister for Railways:. It will not all
be cut out.

M1r. SEWARD: One contractor informed
me that he would certainly he cut out at the
31st of December.

Mr. Patrick: All those that are in opposi-
tion, to the railways will be cut out.

Mr. SEWARD: These small things are
generallr the perquisites of the housewife,
-Inmd give her a little extra money with which

to carry on the home. The new tranaport
regulations will certainly deny the farmers
the profits to he derived from these pro-
duets of the holding. When the depart-
mieat effect any change in the train ser-
vice, they should properly advertise it. Lhast
winter the department put on two extra
trains in my electorate to take stock 1o
market on \Wednesdays. No proper noti-
fication of this additional service was sent
out. Indeed, the trains had been running
for a month before the stock agents knew
anything- about them. It would be good
business for the department to notify the
stock agents and other people interested
when making a change of this kind, and to
do so in a way that would reach everybody
interested.

The -Minister for Railways: Were not
notices put ona the sidings?

Air. SEWA1RD: When people are truck-
ing things away, they very seldom go across
to the platform-. If they want to order a
truck, they ring up for it. They do not see
notices that are posted up. It would be a
simuple thing to send a smuall. circular to
Elder Smith's,, Dalgety's and the other stock
agents, who would then bring the matter
prominently under the notice of their
clients. I had considerable correspondence
with the department at Narrogin, and Elder
Smith's representative on the subject of
these trains, and I know it was a mionth
after the service was inaugurated before the
firn knew anything about it. I trust that
in future these changes will be mnade knowni
to everyone concerned.

MR. REGNEY (Middle. Swan) [9.5]: 1
was pleased to hear the optimistic remarks
of the MiJnister. He indicated that the Rail-
way 'Departmnent were making some pro-
gress, and had been able to give employ-
ment to manny extra men during the past
12 months. lie indicated that the railways
were making uip for time with regard to be-
lated repairs, and that £140,000 per annum
would be spent in that direction during the
ensuing three or four years. The Minister
was also hopeful that this year, and from
now onwards, the revenue of the depart-
iacnt would he considerably increased. It
will require to improve owing to the heavy
interest payments which have to be made
on the capital cost. I wish to refer to an
agitation that has been going on for some
time for the erection of a new station be-



[13 XovEM BaaR, 1934.] 20

tween Mfaylands and Bayswvater. For the
last 12 months the local authority and I
have been trying to convince the depart-
ment of the necessity for such a station.
We are judging the necessity for one on
a very conservative basis. The Minister
says the department are unable to under-
take the work at present. This agitation
has been going onl for ten years. The popu-
lation in the locality has increased hut the
same answer is given to the request to-day
that was given to the representatives of the
distriet ten years ago. That ans.wer was given
to Mr. Davies, who represented Guildford,
to the member for Guildford-Midland
(Hon. IV. fl. Johnson), and it has been
given to ine. The department say they can-
not undert'ake the expense at this juncture.
In arriving at an estimate of the number of
persons who would patronise the proposed
station, thle department have taken too nar-
row at boundary. It would only be about
four miles from the city. A great deal of
vacant land is there to be built upon. As
the metropolitan area expands, it miust go
inr that direction, for that is where cheap
blocks are available for the erection of
homes. There is indeed a lot of vacant land
there adjacent to the city. It is too far
fronm Maylands or Bayswater for people to
build upon it yet.. It is said that the an-
nual cost of maintainiiig the new station
would he about £800. That may appear
high, but thle local authority and the Gold
Hstatcs company have undertaken to conl-
tribute a small slim annually for three yeam
to help the department in bearing the main-
tenance costs. The district is advancing. A
magnificent recreation reserve for the people
of the metropolitan area has been estab-
lished. A turf wicket has been laid down,
and within the reserve are 12 tennis and
croquet lawns. Apart from the Bayswater
people, there would be many others w~ho
would use the station because it is along-
side thle recreation ground. The department
forget that there are also numbers of people
who at present go across the district to reach
the station. The workers who go to Perth
for their employment, and they are many,
naturally prefer to patronise the train be-
cause of the through service. During the
past year no less than £60,000 was spent on
the building, of homes in the Bayswater
area. The centre is likely to go ahead, and
must go ahead hecause of its proximity to
the metropolis. People will be obliged to

go there to secure land at a reasonable price
and build their homes in the district. The
department also say that if the station were
built, it would take business away from
Maylands or Bayswater. The same argu-
ment could have been used in connection.
with many other stations along the metro-
politan lines. It is not many years ago that
there were no houses at all near the Daglish
station. When the land was thrown open.
and built upon, a fair population assembled
there, and soon warranted the construction
of a station. Daglish is no nearer Perth
than the locality of which I am speaking.
I urge that before next year's Estimates are
drawni lip the department should give seri-
ous consideration to the erection of this new
station. Although it may not show a pro-
fit imnmedliately, I have no doubt it will give
a service that is fully wairranted, anad that
in time to comie a thriving population will
be established in the area.

MR. STUEBS ( Wagin) [0.111: I would
draw tire attention of the MKinister to the
fact that the traffic has fallen away greatly
along tire Great Southern line. I have been
np and down that line for the past quarter
of a century. Sonietimes during the summer
I go to Albany for a blow, I guarantee that
for every man I see who gets off the train
there on a Saturday or Sunday morning,
there were 20 a f ew years ago. I admit
that motor transport has seriously affected
the railway traffic. There are, however,
mrany people in my electorate who say they
would prefer to stay at home rather than get
into a train, and sit there for seven or eight
hours in the course of a hundred-mile jour-
ney from Newdegate to Wagin.

Mr. 'Moloney: flow longv has that beer.

Mr. STUBBS: People with children will
'rot do it. Two matters require the Commis--
sioner's serious attention. The first of these
is the obsolete coaches that are now being
run onl spur lines. I could only think they
were built in the timne of Noah. I am sure
the memnber for Albany will endorse what
I am saying about these rotten carriages-
It is tCme they were replaced by something-
better. The other point is the length of time
it takes for a train to travel from one station
to another. I am one of a number of meam-
bers. who wrote to the Commissioner a few
weeks ago, thinking we might secure the
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speeding-up of one train a week on the
Great Southern between Perth and Albany,
and obviate such long stops at the various
stations. Ofle thing that struck me was
the appurently excessive number of refresh-
ment stalions-Chidlow's Well, Spencer's
Brook, York and so on. If the bs
travelled a little quicker, there would be a
saving of an hour or two. Is it necessary
to stop a train which travels from Perth to
Albany at Chidlow's Welt Spencer's Brook,
York, Beverley, Narrogin, Wagin, Watan-
ning and Mt. Barkerq I suggest that the
Minister mention to the Comumissioner that
in the country districts there is a feeling
that the department has lost traffic which
it will not regain under present conditions.
After the 31st December next, motors plyi'ng
between Perth and Albany are to be taken
off the road. The fare by excursion train
from Perth to Albany used to be 30s. Will
that system bc ic-established? It does not
cost more to run a full train than to run
it empty, and on Sunday mornings now half
the carriages of the train arriving in Albany
are empty. In my electorate there is an
nnpayable line constructed about 30 years
ago, the line from Hopetoun to Ravens-
thorpe. Ever since the War that line has
been highly unpayshle. Numbers of people
engaged in the mining industry at Ravens-
thorpe drifted away when the price of cop-
per fell below the cost of production; more-
over, many of the young men there enlisted.
Until quite recently mining has been un-
payable in the district, but later develop-
ments with the diamond drill have caused
quite a stir in the locality. 1 understand
there is now a proposal to close the railway
which runs from Ravensthorpe to Hopetoun
during the months January to March. The
people are perturbed on that account. What
are to be the future arrangements for the
weekly transport of the commodities likely
to be rendered necessary by the developments
undertaken by the Anglo-Australian Syndi-
cate of London9 T ask the Minister to
inquire what the Commissioner of Railways
proposes to do in that respect. Again, there
are the farmers' wheat and other products
to be carried to Raveusthorpe for transport
by the "Kybra." Do either the Transport
Board or the Railway Department propose
to call tenders for the necessary service from
Newdegate, the nearest point to Ravens-
thorpe by road, a distance of 80 miles! I

Ltldersand that the Haveiistlorpe-HopetouL1
railway causes an annual loss of £15,000 or
£C20,000, and I have no desire that the
Government should continue to incur that
loss; hut I ani anxious for adequate means
of transport by road.

MR. MOLONEY (Suhiaco) [9.21]: 1 hope
that as a result of even belated criticism
the Minister in charge of the Railway De-
partment will wake up. To me there ap-
pears to be a tinge of irony in the criticism
levelled at the department this evening. To
my mind it savours of a Rip van Winkle or
antediluvian spirit. I was indeed impressed
with the remarks of the member for Wagin
(Mr. Stubbs), which show clearly that the
railway line from flavensthorpe to Hope-
toun is not paying. The lion, member has
just discovered that fact. It is a unique
line in the respect that it does not pay.
Another remarkable feature about it is that
its operation is limited to three months of
the year. The people of the district arc
perturbed at the prospect of its ceasing
to function during those three months.

AVr. Stubbs: I wish you lived down there!
Mr. MOLONEiY: Again, tilted seats are

required. We must progress with the times,
the lion. member says. We must have Die-
sel engines, the latest engines.

Mr. Stuhbs: Who said that?
Mr. MOLONEY. The member for Clare-

mont (Mr. North). The innovation may
be admirable, but the suggestion, coming
from the Opposition, is not only belated
hut also pathe tic, hearing in mini that the
condition of the railways when the present
Government took office was not only ironical
and pathetic but also tragic. On taking
office, the present Government were faced
with a stupendous task in the way of main-
tenance and repairs. Over £440,000 had to
he spent on those accounts. One sleeper
in every three on the railways had to be
replaced. A five-Year plan of rehabilita-
tion had to be embarked upon. It was
hardly possible for the tiains to crawl along
the lines. And now we are told that we
must vitalise, electrify the railways, remove
the monstrosities of bridges that have ex-
isted for 30 years or more to my know-
ledge. Whilst Opposition members are
agitating for the removal of these so-called
monstrosities, I am trying to get a bridge.
I require only a humble bridge for the peo-
ple of Daglish. The member for Middle
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Swan (Mr. tiegney) has mentioned that his
constituents need a station. I may point
out that the population of flaglish, like
that of Middle Swan, has increased consid-
erably during the past two years. The peo-
pie of Daglish bought land on the under-
standing that they would be provided with
a bridge and an exit, I have put up that
request to the Government repeatedly.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: W~hiclh fovet-ament
promised the bridge

Mr. MOLONEY: Probably the Uovern-
ment in which the hon. member interjct-
ing held a portfolio. The present Govern-
mient have just got into the saddle. They
are doing their job. The only ecniplaint
against themn so far is that they spend too
much money. Opposition members, while
castigating the present Government for
failing to put all these innovations into op-
eration right away, harp not a word of
praise for the things that have been done.
Nothing is said about re-ballasting. or about
re-conditioned engines.

Mr. Sampson: Why gild refined goldi7
Mr. MOLONEY: Nothing is said about

the trucks which were stowed away at
Robba Jetty and in other inaccessible places,
and on repairs on which extra men have
been employed-an indication that the
Railway Department are doing all. they
possibly can. It must be remembered, too,
that the Railway Department are not
merely a profit-seeking venture, but also a
public utility. Jf Opposition members arc
not prepared to praise the Government, I
am, even though they have done some things
with which I am not entirely in accord. In
similar circumstance;, if a Government oF
another political complexion were in power,
I would be the first to congratulate themn
had they shown the initiative that has char-
acterised the present Government. No
doubt the Minister views the criticisms of
the Opposition in a humourons way. The
member for Victoria Park has said that the
official who places men at work on tram-
ways should be removed. Some members
want one man put in and another man put
out. No one has touched the most vital
phase, namely, that one-third of the total
revenue of the railwayrs is absorbed in in-
terest. Not even the member for Clare-
mont has mentioned that a new financial
system is required. Qre have heard that
many things are necessary, including some
alterations because the light became dim

when the member for Pingdlly was reading-
the latest news from the front. When we
view the position in the light of common
sense, we must acknowledge that the criti-
cism lacks foundation and savours of a Rip
Van Winkle atmosphere reminiscent of an-
tediluvian times.

MR, HAWKE (Northam) [9.31]: It is
with much humbleness and a certain amount
of trepidation that I rise to make one or
two comments regarding railway manage-
ment. I am very happy to feel that I am
speaking after the member for Subiaco, not
prior to him.

The Minister for Railways: I wondered
wh y you waited 1

Mr. HAWKE: As the member for
Subiaco has practically covered the ground
of the Minister's reply, it will not be neces-
sary for the latter to speak at length. There -
Core I shall be quite in order if I take full
advantage of the time available. I support
the statement of the member for Bunbury
regarding overtime in the railway service.
It must be agreed that overtime in a sys-
tem such as the railways will always occur
periodically because the traffic is periodic.
There may be a rush at one time, which, of
cor-se, will necessitate overtime being
worked. During the last few months, almost
continuous excessive overtime has been
worked and as a result there has been a
great deal of dissatisfaction among the eni-
ployees. It has been felt by them that, with
conditions so severe regarding unenmploy-
mieat, overtime should be eliminated wher-
ever possible, and that work available should
be spread as much as possible in order that
mien who are unemployed or on part-tine
employment should be given an opportun-
ity to be enjoyed in full-time positions.

The Minister for Railways: That matter
is being attended to.

Mr. HAWKE: I am glad to have the
.Minister's assurance in that respect. I
knew the matter was receiving the earnest
consideration of the Minister and of Cabi-
aet, and I felt that a sucessful issue would
result. Not only was there marked dissatis-
faction and discontent among the railway
men themnselves, but, on account of the per-
sonnel of the railway system not being saf-:
ficient to cope with the traffi, even with
excessive overtime, it became necessary on
occasions for freight trains to be cancelled.
When that happens it means that goods are
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held up. One of the greatest complaints
against the railway system is that it is too
slow in delivering goods from the city to
vuntry towns. When trains are cancelled
and goods are consequently held up, it
means that such complaints increase in num-
ber and magnitude, as a result of which the
railways receive a had advertisement. It is
my desire, as will be that of every member
of the Committee, to see that the railway
system increases in efficiency. I amt sure
even the member for Suhiaco would support
that policy, although he seems to think that
the system is 99 per cent. perfect and would
become 100 per cent. perfect -with the con-
struction of a bridge at Daglish. I trust the
excessive overtime question will soon be satis-
factorily dealt with, that additional men
will be employed in the department end
that the carriage of goods from the city
to the country and from the country to the
city will he expedited. If these results
8hould follow, the people will have the
greatest respect for the department and will
again accord it their patronage wherever
possible. In addition, those who during the
last few years have patronised private
means of transport will return to the rail-
ways. There is one other question to which
I shall refer, namely, the rail-way institutes.
The Minister -will know far better 'than I
that they serve a very valuable end useful
purpose. They are mainly, if not entirely,
engaged in educational work and the Rail-
way Department gives them every encour-
agement and financial assistance. The local
committees of the various railway institutes
throughout the State endeavour 'to increase
their financial resources in order that more
valuable educational work may be carried
out. Of course, the best means of raising
revenue takes the form of social functions.
But the committees find that those func-
tions are being run mainly for the benefit
of the Taxation Department. That depart-
ment, under the heading of the entertain-
ments tax, gathers in a considerable amount
from the functions so Promoted. I believe,
and those associated with the railway insti-
tutes are of the same opinion, that the in-
stitutions are purely educational in their
objective. They feel, as I do, that it is
wrong in principle to impose indirect taxa-
tion upon social functions run for the pur-
pose of benefiting the institutes and mak-
ing them greater factors for education in
this State. It seems ridiculous that the

Railway Department should grant financial
assistance to the institutes on the one hand
and time Taxation Department, which is an-
other department of government, should
come along and take away money from the
committees controlling the institutes. This
matter has been before the Minister and I
believe the Premier was considering it be-
fore he was unfortunately compelled to re-
linquish duty temporarily. No doubt it is
being considered by the Acting Premier and
his officers. It is right that those who give
their time and services voluntarily in run-
ning the institutes should be placed in a
more favourable position, and, with that
object in view, I trust favourable consider-
ation will be given to the removal of the
taxation imposed upon social functions so
that the committees may have additional
money with which to carry out their activ-
ities.

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [9.40]: I
do not propose to delay the Committee, nor
do I desire to he very critical of thle adniini-
istration of the railways at this juncture. I
wvill draw the Minister's attention to the
fact Chat without any increase in the cost
of administration, encouragement could be
giveni those living in isolated places by in-
creasing the facilities available. I have lis-
tened attentively to the criticism and eulogy
lavished on the department. The thing that
strikes me miost is that members who have
'b~ad experience of days gone by still seem
to support motor transport enthusiastically
as against the railway system. They are
prone to criticise tile railways because of
their inadequacy to compete against motor
transport. I have the greatest respect for
the member for Wagin and I do not desire
to he offensive if I deal with his criticism.
He suggested that people to-day did Dot use
the trains as they did in the past because the
journey from Wagiti to Perth was slow! 1
would remind him and his electors that if
the State were to cease running the trains
to Wagin, very soon no motor transport
would be available there. No form of motor
transport possie could haul wheat and
super at the prices charged by the railways.
It is the generosity of the railways that has
kept -the wheat centres in existence. With-
out the railways, there would be no farmers
and no country towns.

Mr. Stubbs: And no city.
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'Mr. MARSHALL: That is an argument.
Nevertheless there are cities where wheat
has never been grown. We would never
have had our wheat fields but for Kalgoor-
lie and Boulder. I realise that motor trans-
port has come to stay, and I believe it will
prove of material assistance in the develop-
ment of the State. At the same time, motor
transport must pay in proportion to the
Jprivileges granted and should assume rea-
sonable and fair competition. Motor trans-
port has not been responsible for creating
communities and should not ask for privi-
leges that public expenditure has made pos-
sible. I have always believed that motor
transport will in its turn serve us well, but
the system adopted by private enterprise
has not given a beneficial return to the com-
munity, bearing in mind the fianciall re-
sponsibilities of the State. The system has
tended to foster Yankee oil companies and
to convert the State into a Yankee howser
at the expense of the taxpayer. I know that
we cannot abolish it entirely, but if motor
transport is as economical as is claimed, let
it pay for the roads it requir-es and uses, let
it compete fairly with the railway system
and carry wheat, super and all the merchan-
disc necessary to keep rural communities in
existence. If it does that the railway au-
thorities, even with the present charges, will
find themselves in a happy position. Many
years ago the Minister received a letter from
me regarding the difficulties growers in the
North-West and the Murchison experienced
in the transportation of stock by special
trains. The department confessed that they
could reduce the time occupied provided
everything ran to schedule. I suggest that
the administrative officers are responsible
for trains running to schedule. Experts in-
forma me that a bullock loses 100 to 150 lbs.
on the journey from Meekatbarra to Mid-
land Junction if the train runs to schedule
time, and bow much weight must it lose
when a train runs six or eight hours behind
schedule? That might mean the difference
between profit and loss to the grower. I am
not asking for further expenditure to be in-
curred; I am not asking for additional ser-
vices to be rendered;i all I ask is that the de-
partment do what they say they can do-
give more rapid transportation to stock. It
was stated at the time that a special stock
train, which cost between £E300 and M40,
showed a loss. How the cost was made up

I do not know. If a train were run to
Meekatharra and back I doubt whether it
would cost that much. However, I have to
bow to the opinion of experts, though it
seemed a large sum of money. Undoubtedly
the growers have good reason to criticise the
department. I am thankful for the advent
of the Wiluna, Ltd., which is a wonderful
acquisition to the service. It reduces the
long journey by six hours-au awful jour-
ney, particularly in the summer months. We
hear references to Pinjarra, Lake Grace,
and such like places, hut they are only sub-
urbs of Perth compared with Wiluna, which
is 750 miles disitant. Those places have
an excellent climate most of the year;
the Mfurchison has only two seasons, one'
particularly hot and the other particularly
cold. A mixed train from Meekatharra to
Porth makes 76 or 78 stops, all of which are
considered necessary. Yet that train can run
to scheduled time, about 33 hours 20 min-
utes. Fo- a special stock train the necessary
stops should not exceed 10, and yet it takes
such a train six or eight hours longer to do
a journey 12 miles shorter-to Midland
Junction-and the railway authorities say
they can reduce the time provided every-
thing runs to schedule. I merely ask that
the time be reduced for the sake of the
growers. Those people have an awful time.
Residents of the city have no conception
of their trials and tribulations. They have
to contend against the difficulties of too
much water and not enough water, pests of
all kinds, long over-Iand journeys, and then
a railway system that imposes exorbitant
charges, necessarily so, perhaps, and on top
of all that, growers suffer the loss due to
wvastage of cattle owing to the fact that they
are kept longer in the trucks than is neces
.sary according to the railway authorities
themselves. The growers of beef, especially
in the North, have had a very hard time in
recent years. After transporting their stock
to the metropolitan markets, they have had
almost to give it away because of the im-
positions levied by the Department of Agri-
culture-pleuro lines, tick lines, all sorts of
lines-making it impossible for them to com-
mand anything like a payable price for their
commodity. Those people who are fortunate
enough to be able to get marketable beef to
the rail head should be assured of rapid
transport. It is just aS important to bring
the stock down expeditiously as it is to
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transport human beings expeditiously. On

one occasion when I travelled down in a

mnixed train, it was broken at Mullewa. At

Northamn we met a special stock train, and
the stock on our train was there taken off

and attached to the special train. I met the
grower of the stock later, and he informed

me that the special train reached Midland
Junction about six hours af ter we got to

Perth. I inquired the cause of the delay.

He replied that the special train had got to

a siding just beyond the tunnel and was

held up for 11/ hours, because an empty

goods train was proceeding into the coun-

try for wheat. Surely preference should
have been given to the stock train! I admit

that that happened somse years ago.

The Minister for Railways: Since then we

have duplicated the line.

Mr. MARSHALL: I want the Minister to
duplicate the speed. Only recently a mixed
train occupied 40 hours on the journaey,
which is far too long to have large stock
huddled up in trucks and jolted about. The

officers of the department are aware of their

responsibility to the growers, and I hope

they will take steps to ensure that the Stock
is transported more rapidly. During the hot
weather when women and children particu-
larly are travelling, there is a shortage of

water bags on the passenger trains. I know

that the officials experience considerable
trouble in keeping the water bags intact.

The Minister for Railways: MY Word,
they do.

Mr, MARSHALL: When I have been
travelling, I have noticed indifference on the

part of the officials in keeping the bags
filled. That is not right. The Minister
should instruct his officers also that trains

should be swept out and fumigated at Mul-
lewa or Yalgoo. There are no refreshment
rooms at convenient intervals and food
must be carried and consumed on the train,

and the compartments become in such a
state that a good clean out would do them
no harm. Some time ago the carriages were
cleaned and fumigated at Yalgoc, but the

station master there was appointed to West
Perth. I give that man credit -for the con-
sideration he showed for passengers. Years
ago we were promised that long-distance
passengers would be given preference of
seats, end that compartments would be guar-
anteed clean at Mullewat. We do not get
preference of seats, and the carriages are

not cleaned. If the department will give
heed to the matters I have mentioned, they
will go a long way towards warding off fair
criticism as distinct from some of the criti-
cism I have heard this evening. It is not
to be expected that we can get our
trains to travel 60 miles an hour.
It ought not to be expected. We are becom-
ing Americanised. We are in a dreadful
hairy. With the advent of the motor and
the aeroplane, we are speeding- up rapidly.
It will not be long before we are adopting
other American customs, such as lynching
people and in other ways taking the law
into our own hands. I hope that whatever
criticism is levelled is fair. All I want the
department to do is to carry out those
things they have promised to do. I shall
then be satisfied for the time being.

Item, Working and Maintenance, Gen-
eral Charges:

lHon. C. G. LATHAM: I notice under the
heading of General Charges several increases
over the previous year's Estimate. In the
case of contributions to the State Insurance
Fund, the amount estimated to be spent this
year is £2Z5,000, compared with the expen-
diture of £17,786 last year. For compas-
sionate allowances £4,000 is set down this
year, whereas the expenditure last year was
£992. In the case of the item dealing with
contributions to the railway accident and
fire insurance fund, this year's amount is
£C17,000 and last year's expenditure was a
little over £9,000. For long service leave
£40,000 is provided this year against £32,000
spent lRA year. Will the Minister indicate
the reason for these increases?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
There were exceptionally busy times at the
eud of the last financial year and all the
long-service leave that was due could not
be taken. Provision has been made for the
number of men wrho are expected to take
their long-service leave this year. We esti-
mate spending £4,000 less this year than we
anticipated spending last year. It may he
that the arrears will be brought up this
year and that the whole of the amount esti-
mated to be spent will be spent. Regarding
the other matters referred to by the Leader
of the Opposition I have not any particu-
lars.

Hon. C. G. Latham: There is a big in-
crease for compassionate allowances. Ts it
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expected there will be more accidents this
year? The State Insurance Fund contribu-
tion is also greatly increased.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
'Nothing of that nature is anticipated.

Vote put and passed.

Votes-State Batteries, £95,406; Cave
Jlonse2 etc., £5,650 ;-a.qreed to.

Department of the Minister for Agricul-
ture (Hon. 11. Millington, Minister).

Vote-A griculture, £67,446:

THE NfISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. H. Millington-MNt. Hawthorn)
(10.63: In times past this department was
regarded as the poor relation of the Lands
Department. To-day I think agriculturists
are looking more to the Agricultural De-
partment than they are to the Lands De-
partment. I propose to give a resume of
the main activities associated with the de-
partmnent during the past 12 months. Last
year wheat was grown on 3,182,658 acres,
for a yield of 37,533,177 bushels, an aver-
age of 11.70 per acre, compared with 12.33
f or the previous year. The total area strip-
ped for wheat and oats on the seven experi-
mental farms controlled by the department
was in the case of wheat 1,557 acres and
of oats 274 acres, for an average yield of
15 bushels 54 lbs. in the case of wheat, and
15 bushels 31 lbs- in the case of oats. The
quantity of graded seed provided from these
State resources was in the ease of wheat
20,093 bushels and in the ease of oats 3,135
bushels. After the seed requirements of the
department had been provided, the balance
was made available to the farmers. Under
the scheme of exchange the wheat farmers
received a bushel of graded pedigreed seed
wheat in exchange for 1 1 bushels of f.a.q.
wheat, and in the case of oats a bushel
of seed for one bushel of f.a.q. wheat. This
system was greatly appreciated by the far-
iners, many of whom would otherwise have
not been supplied with pedigreed seed. The
two latest varieties of wheat produced on
the State farms are Bencubbin and Toted-
gin. Although Beneubbin was only made
available to the farmers some three years
ago, it is anticipated this season that it will
be the most widely known variety-

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Nlot so much next
season.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTUtRE:
-and will have exceeded the record which
was, held for years by Nabawa, an earlier
production of the department. On the State
farms efforts have been made to produce a
wheat of good yield and good milling quality
that will also be disease-resisting. In order
to provide a wider range of market, it is
necessary that we should produce a grain
that will compete with the best milling varie-
ties in the various exporting countries. The
production of such a variety will take a
long time, but if success attends the efforts
that are being made, it will be time well
spent. In connection with the 50-acre crop
competition organised by local agricultural
societies, 165 entries9 were received. The
trophy for the highest yield per acre was
won by Mr. D. Davis of Onowangerup, who
produced 43 bushels of Bencubbia to the
acre. The comnpetitionl for the AtN. T. Padbury
trophy was advanced a further stage.
Messrs. F. N. and J. L. Atkins were the
mlost successful farmers, having grown .3
bushels 39 lbs. per inch of rainfall ia the
growing Period. This was a most creditable
performance, and exceeds the previous best
record established in 1930 of 3 bushels 23 lbs.
grrowni per inch of rainfall in the growing
period. With respect to fat lambs, success
has attended the efforts at the Avondale
State Farm. Last season very satisfactory
prices were obtained. Sonic very gratifying
comnments were received from the ag-ents; in
TLondon concerning the quality of the Swan-
down lambs. They said these were equal
to anything offering onl the English market.
W'e have been told that lamibs of that brand
can be sold prior to arrival in London. This
lamb is a cross between a Southdown ram
and the Border Leicester crossed with a
Merino ewe. Already 68,000 lambs have
been killed for export. I am informed that
this season we shall be exporting front
Fremantle 130,000. One of the problems
wre have specially tackled during the year
is that of toxic paralysis in stock. For-
tuinately very little of that was discovered
last season, in contrast with the previous
term when its incidence in most districts
was severe. Much preliminary work has
been accomplished. The investigations are
being continued, and provision has been
made to carry them on at the experimental
station durng the ensuing season.

Mr. Seward: Where is that station?
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The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
At Merredin. We began the investigation
there last year; but, either fortunately or
unfortunately, the year was not a good one
for that work. The rains came early, and so
the dry feed, wich, owing to insufficiency
of minerals is the main cause of the disease,
was obviated. However, previous experi-
ments made there have indicated that if
stock arc fed a smnall amount of chaff and
oats, half a pound of oats and a small quan-
tity of chaff, they do not get toxic paralysis.
The department have been able to decide
even thus curly that the problem is mainly
one of feeding, and that the disease of the
previous year wvas due, in plain language,
to starvation, the stock being insufficiently
fed. It may be that this year will prove
more favourable for experimental work, but
in the meantime the information available is
being supplied. At the Northamn meeting
it was agreed that the experiments should
bea continued, and that any information
available should be supplied in pamphlet
fornm to stock raisers. The departmental
officers are hopeful that with the feeding of
stock the disease can largely he obviated.
I wvill pass over references to the past sea-
son. It has been a curious season. It
opened well, and there was every prospect
of an abundant harvest. It looked like a
year when there would be no difficulty in
putting in the crop. Unfortunately a dry
year intervened, and thus a season that
looked particularly favourable for the kill-
ing of weeds and the planting of crop turned
out to be the opposite. In going through
the country I found that in many districts
there is a prevalence of weedy crops. It
was possible to obviate that the previous
season; but last. year, unfortunately, the
position was as I have stated. Again, the
season took up early, and many districts
have suffered from that cause. That is one
of the disabilities of Western Australia, and
makes it necessary that we should have
the best possible cultural methods. In
addition, this year the Victoria district
has suffered under a rather disastrous attack
of red rust. When I was at the Chapman
State Farm recently, representatives of vai-
ous organisations waited upon me to ask
what was being done. it will be understood
that the wheat grown on State farms is pro-
duced with the object of obtaining a pro-
lific yielder as well as a disease resistant

variety. Wheat can be tested out on the
experimental farms in regard to resistance
to smut and other diseases, and also resist-
ance to drought; but in this State there is
not the opportunity to test oat rust. There-
fore when we are unfortunate enough to
strike a season like this, it turns out that
wheat which we consider reasonably resist-
ant to rust is in fact not so. The variety
I mention, Bencubbin, is highly popular. It
was bred at the Merredin State Farm. It
is a cross between two good disease-resist-
ant wheats, but even then it is a question
of planting. Where the wheat was well
forward it developed, in spite of rust,
almost to f.a&q. standard. In other cases.
however, it was a failure. Mr. Sutton de-
livered a most informative lecture On rust,
and he has admitted that we shall find ex-
trene difficulty in providing a rust-resistant
wheat. He said it was one of those things
with which we mnust persevere, and he has
taken advantage of all the information
available in the Eastern States where the
disease is prevalent. We shall do our ntmost
to see what can be done in that direction.

Mr. StLubbs: Have not climatic condi-
tions a good deal to do with it?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTUPE:
Yes. In the meantime the farmers will dis-
cover for themselves the varieties most re-
sistant to rust. I myself have seen craps
which were sown early, smothered in rust
right on to the stalk, and some of them, in
spite of the rust yield a fairly good f.a.q.
samnple. My test, of course, was by eye.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I am told the wheat
is 12 lbs. overweight.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
When it is tested out by bushel weight, it
may prove light. Mr. Sutton, although the
breeder of Bencubbin, said he would not re-
commend it to be sown in the Victoria dis-
trict. However, I heard the farmers there
say they intended to sow it next year. The
records I have read out show that Bencub-
bin is a fine wheat. At Onowangerup it
beat the State, with an average of 43
bushels. It seems to me that with all the
care that has been taken, and in spite of
all the experience of pest years, wheat pos-
sessing all the qualities desired cannot be
produced. That is the difficulty. Farmers
insist on a good yielder, and one has to pro-
vide against other diseases. It seems to me
im possible to get a wheat that is both pro-
lific and entirely resistant to disease.
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Mr. floney: Conditions vary so much.
The MINISTER FOR AGICULTURE:

Yes. Those who are disposed to blame the
department should remember that even in
this unfavourable season rust has appeared
in oniy one district. I think it may be sail
we are pretty fortunate in that respect. The
district affected, the Victoria, holds the aver-
age for the State; and I must remind the
farmers there that theirs is not by any meanM4
a district labouring under constant diffi-
culties. Even with this year's disaster. lie
Victoria district holds the record over a
number of years. However, a disaster has
overtaken this district, and the Agricul-
tural Department ire advising to tie best
of their ability. It will be possible to pro-
vide facilities at 'Merredin for testing out
,-ust-resistant wheats, but the work will havc
to be done under artificial conditions. 'We
shall have to arrnge for those humuid con-
ditions which are specially favourable to the
developmeiit of rust. With hot-house or
laboratory conditions we shall probably be
able to decide whether the Bencuibbin wheat
is rust-resistant, just as now we can test in
the field whether it is resistant to other dis-
eases. However, it would mean laboratory
accommodation and considerable expense.
Even if we produced a rust-proof wheat, 1
am not too sure that, in view of attacks
of rust being intermittent, such a wheat
would be generally accepted by farmers.

Mr. Patrick: They dropped very goodl
wheats before on account of the rust trouble.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes. In my opinion, farmers in that district
will be able to judge for themselves, and I
think they will be able to decide wvhat w-heats
to sow. It may be that some will take a
risk and plant a little earlier. Those who
took a risk and planted early this year have
g-ot through fairly well, but the late crops
are in a bad condition. Leaving wheat and
changing over to apples, members will be in-
terested to know that the apple crop has
been somewhat lighter than last year. The
number of eases exported in 1933 totalled
504,002 bushels, and in 1934, 618,274 bushels.
The tahle grape cropi was practically the'
sanie as in 1933, the quantities being ex-
ported being in 1933, 44,685 cases; in 1034,
46,603 cases. With regard to apples, as a
result of negotiations with the Common-
"ealth Department of Trade and Commerce,
the bounty provided by the Conmmonwealth
Government could not be determined. \Ye

were 'lot given a free hand as to how it
,should be distributed. It was insisted that
it should he paid only in necessitous eases.
We decided that the fairest means of distri-
buting the bornus was onl the basis of loss,,,
incurred by those who had exported. Re-
cently that difficulty was overcome, and the
Government are now in a position to pay
the bounty. We have a free hland for 1933-
314, and we are distributing the money in
accordanice w.ith the wishes of the apple
growers themselves.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Have you decided
the question of the standard ease?

The MINNISTER FOR AGRTCULTURE:
We have a standard case here.

Honl. P. fl. Ferguson: Efforts are being
made to have it altered.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
We shall resent that, and also the sugges-
lion that white wood cases shall be used.

Members: Hear, hear!
The IUNISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

I can see no reason for the last-mentioned
change. The redwood cases lined with card-
bocard have proved quite satisfactory, and(
the apples have been landed in splendid con-
dition. In those circumstances the red wood
boxes should be an advertisement for West-
ern Australia, and the use of them should
be of advantage rather than the contrary.
One commodity-butter-has caused the de-
partment no end of trouble, and we have
done our outmost to protect the interests of
Western Australia. To emphasise the ii-
portance aind increase in the produc-
tion 4o this partieular commodity, I
mnav as well inform the Committee that
the average price of butter fat dur-
ing the last 12 months has been 9.9d. It
was as low as 8d. for three months, the low-
est price ever obtained by' the producers
during a period of 20 years. Notwithstand-
ing that, the production of butter increased
by 534,598 lbs. In 1932-33, the production
totalled 11,261,102 lbs., and in 1933-34, 11,-
795,700 lbs. During 1932-33, we exported
2,280,488 lbs., and last -year, 2,087,288 lbs.
The prospects for production during the
1934 season were bright, particularly the
grow-th of pastures, which showed an in-
crease of 22 per cent, during the first three
autumn months. In respect to the price of
butter, a more optimistic feeling exists
throuighout the dairying districts owing to
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the Australian price being fixed at 140s. per
cwt.

Mr. Stubbs: Butler is Is. Gd. a lb. in the
shops.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUl-TURE:-
The Agricultural Department has been con-
cerned regarding the price obtained by the
producer.

Mr. Stubbs: Who gects the difference?
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

We have gone to the trouble of getting out
a table, the accuracy of which has not been
questioned by the manufacturers, showing
that the butter costs Is;. 3d. a pound whole-
sale, and the producer gets L9V2d.

Mr. Wise: You need a prie-flxingv coi-
missioner.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Needless to say, the producer does, not re-
ceive that price. Just recently he received
11 /d., with -1/2d. decrease onl account of the
levy for equalisation of the product. The
return will be still lower. Despite the
advice tendered by the department and
the agreement made that butter, instead
of being exported, should bVe stored
in boxes and used during the lean period
when supplies are scarce, the butter has
been exported. Recently the manufacturers
wanted me to accept the responsibility of
saying they were entitled to an additional
levy. The department hold it is not their
responsibility, and I have replied to that
effect. The manufacturers themselves,'
through their organisation, fixed the price
for butter fat, and unless they agree to store
butter we have no means of compelling them
to do so. When it is noted that the Lon-
don parity for export butter was 7d. per
lb., and the local price is is. 3d. a lb.
wholesale, it will be rec-ognised that the pro-
ducer who exported his connoditv' will have
to be bonused to the extent of 8d. per lb.
The only source I torn which that bonus
can he secured is the producers themselves.
They will have to poy a very heavy levy
if that syvstem is to continue. Hadr the
manufacturers agreed to the departmental
proposal, and stored during the peak period,
there would be no need for such a large
equalisation levy. In1 our- peak period we
manufacture about 33,000 eases and during
the lean period, which is after the sum-
mer, we manufacture 6,000 eases. Our local
consumption is 16,000 eases,, so that we pro-
duce at the present time just about twice

-is much butter as the State requires. The
obvious remiedy is to store the butter now
ngainst the time when we produce about one-
third only of what is required. Because of
the position that has arisen despite depart-
mental advice, the manufacturers have
sought our alppror-al of their claim for an
excessive levy onl account of the exported
butter. It is now agreed that two firms
can manufacture butter of sufficiently choice
quality to enable it to be stored. That is
the proper thing to do. A suggestion made
was that the producer and the manufacturer
should receive something extra. One sug-
gestion was that the manufacturer should
receive 1d. a lb. extra for turning out the
choice butter. If some arrangement can be
arrived at, we cail obviate the exportation
difficulty and securo, equalisation in State
supplies. We can achieve that end by the
exercise of commonsense, but it has not
been done in the past. The question of
providing legislation for the assistance of
the producers is being considered by the
Government, and a decision will be arrived
at in a day or two. What is needed is a
measure that wvill prevent the importation
of butter fron. the Eastern States, and
direct that butter produced] in the peak
period shall be stored, thus obviating the
necessity for exporting. Then it will be
possible to give producers the benefit of the
Australian price, which is Is. 3d. per lb.
wholesale.

Mr. Stubbs: Under the Federal Consti-
tution you could not prevent butter from
coming in from the Eastern States.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
We must not raise too many objections to
that, f or it can be done just as legally as
it can be done with dried fruits, and I think
by the same method. It is the only way by
which the dried frunit trade can be regulated.
There are 10,305,000 sheep in the State, not
including this year's lambs. During the
past season 160,234 bales of wool were of-
fered for sale and 159,852 were sold. The
total weight was 50,441,000 lbs., and the
value £3,333,529. The average price per
lb. was 15.86d. I have here a record of
the amounts paid by the Vermin Board.
Regarding dingoes, 12,775 scalps were paid
for, as agaist 10,407 in the previous year.

Mr. Marshall: What do they pay for din-
goes nowt

The 'MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
only ft. We were paying £2, but the fund
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became bankrupt, and we had to reduce it
to £l and call upon the Treasury to assist
tie. There are no means of determining
whether all the scalps submitted are from
dogs killed in Western Australia. Bonuses
have been paid on 24,120 foxes, as against
17,376 in the previous year. Evidently the
board's policy of control of foxes has not
been entirely successful. We used to pay
£C2 per scalp, and the foxes were not a great
menace, but now we are paying a bonus on
24,120, and the place is simply over-run with
them. Regarding the dingoes, we cannot
afford to let up. The board is not prepared
to recommend that we revert to the original
penny and half-penny on pastoral and agri-
cultural land, and therefore we are eudea-
vouring to find revenue from which to pay
the higher bonus. The Central Vermin
Board's expenditure was £31,693, and the
collection was only £20,190. We started the
year with about £12,000 to our credit, hut
as I say, the fund has been depleted, and
so we have had to cut down the bonus.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Could not you ex-
tend the basis of collection to all land in
the State?

Mr. Marshall: Why did not you do that
when you were in office?

The MINTSTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
It could be done with the approval of the
Rouse, but it would be a ver dlebatable
question.

Hon. P. fl. Ferguson: I do not think
there would be any trouble ait all about it.

The -MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Well, there was an opportunity in time
past, but it was not attempted.

11on. P. D. Ferguson: There was not the
same necessity then.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
As to pleuro, in view of the suiccessful re-
suilts of spraying in the Eastern States hr
the use of the Complement Fixation test,
arrangements were made to apply the test
at Anna Plains, and 2,260 head of cattle
were treated. As a result it was possible
to overland those cattle. They were sold
at Meekatharra, but the prices were not
deemed satisfactory. One lot broughIt £5
per head, some were sold at £3 10s., and
others for as low as £3. They cost £1 per
bead to overland, and still the growers were
better off than those who brought their stock
by boat to Fremantle. Further applica-
tions for the test are still coming in, anid

we have made inquiries in the Eastern
States as to the reliability of this test. With-
out exception every veterinary authority in
the Eastern States declares it to be entirely
satisfactory and reliable. Our tests were
not as satisfactory as could be desired, but
I think our pathologist, Dr. Bennett, attri-
butes that to some defect in the laboratory,
and is niot prepared to say the test isi not
satisfactory or reliable. In view of this, if
our department were unable to test and
treat those stock for which application has
been imade,. we would be failinga in our duty.
Of course every precaution must be taken,
and in addition to exercising all necessary
caution, there is certainly an obligation to
the stock owners of the North that they
should have their cattle tested. Since this
test has now been declared reliable I have
given instructions that this he done, and
our veterinary staff has made arrangements
for it. The position of the stock owners is
badl enough. It is unsatisfactory and un-
profitable to ship stock to Fremantle, for
only the best are payable, mid it would he
cheaper to overland them.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Have you tested
cattle from those stations on which pleuro
has been found?7

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
They have been tested at Anna Plains.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: But pleuro has
never been found there.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Some of the beasts re-acted, although
pleuro was not definitely discovered. But
in the Eastern States, and even in Tasmania
where pleuro does not exist, every possible
test is applied and every precaution taken.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: It would not he
safe to bring down cattle froin a station on
which pleuro had been found, because they
might easily be reinfected after testing.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
But they can be segregated. The pleuro has
not the disastrous effects it would have had
prior to the discovery of the Complement
Fixation test. It will be remembered that
some years ago pleuro was discovered not
far fromn Perth and whole herds were
slaughbtered. If pleuro were to be discovered
now there would be no need for wholesale
destruction. Beasts definitely infected
would be slaughtered, but the remainder,
after testing, instead of being slIaughteredl
would be quite safe.
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Hon. P. 1). Ferguson: But it would hare
to be guaranteed that they did not mix with
other cattle after being tested.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I am certainly not prepared to submit to a
cross-examination as to how it is to be done,
hut 1 ant prepared to take the advice of
such authorities as exist in Australia. If
the hon. member contends% that the Turner
test is unreliable, he will. have to say that
he is not prepared to take the advice of
practically the whole of the veterinary olli-
eers. in Australia.

Mr. Seward: Will your veterinary oflicers
certify to its being reliable?

The.NMINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
They aire not prepared to certify that it is
not.

Mr. Seward: Are they prepared to certify
that it is?

The MIINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I asked the opinion of the chief veterinary
officer and he wvas satisfied that the cattle
mnight be shifted front the Anna Plains
station.

Hon. P, D. Ferguson: A ease of pleuro
has never been discovered on that station.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I's the hon. member sure?

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Yes.
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTUVE:

The test wxould determine whether a beast
was infected, and if it was it would he segre-
g-ated.

H1on. 1'. 1). Ferguison : But you c:annot
guarantee the segregation. That is the
trouble.

The MINJSTrER F'OR AGRICULTURE:
That would have to be arranged. The real
danger lies not in the beast tiuat apparentlY
has the pleuro but in carriers. After a
severe overland trip of several hundred
miles a carrier would show the effects.

Ifon. P. D. Ferguson: But it might, in-
fect another doz~en cattle before it slhowverl
the effects.

Trhe MINI STER FOR AGRICULTIURE:
The carrier would show the elleets no1d be
discovered. I would expect the veterinary
officers to set tip an organisation-that is
their business-and the cattle would havie
to he shifted under conditions satisfactor~y
to them. There is stock on stations
not kinown to be affected that can-
not be shifted north owing to the
tick and that ay not permnitted to eoruC

son di owing to the pleura, and so they are
in a pocket. If the department cannot deal
with cases of that kind, I shall consider that
they have fallen down 0]) their job. Where
station owners make the request, the test
will be applied. We will deal with the points
raised by the lion, member when the time
comes.

Mr. Wise: Any chance of testing stove
cattle at Frem antic?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes, I think it will have to be arranged, but
there is no time to go into all those questions
to-night. I remember Dr. Rivett delivering
n most interesting lecture in the dining room
on various problems confronting the stock
owners of Australia. He specialised on the
blowfly, which hie considered 'was the most
disastrous pest in Australia. I think he
told 115 the loss due to that pest.

Ron. P. D. Ferguson:- Yes, £4,000,000 a
year.

The MINISTER FOR AG-RICUELTURE:
One of may objects in going to the
North was; to visit the Mia Mma sta-
tion, where the manager has set up a
fairly complete organisation for the treat-
mnent of the blowfly pest. He treats it the
same as the fire brigade -would treat a fire.
Some of the older hands were rather scep-
tical, h ut they afterwards admitted that his
methods were effective. There is no guar-
antee -that the blowfly wvill not appear at
certain seasons, but at a station considerably
further north 5,000 sheep were lost last yeor
when wool was bringing 15id. per lb. That
represented a fairly serious loss. It is
claimed that this is one of the problems that
should be dealt with systematically. I shall
not enlarge on that except to say that the
department have taken the matter up and
are advising stock owners to adopt preven-
tire measures. I think that will be the
slogan of the department--adopt preventive
ireasures. All our production is increasingC
but the difficulty is to find profitable mar-
kets for it. During dhe year 55,000 -dozen
eases of eggs of 30 dozen each were ex-
ported, the value being £95,000. It is antici-
pated that during the current year the ex-
port will be greater. The tropical fruit in-
dustry on the Gascoyne developed consider-
ably during the year, when some 40 addi-
tional blocks were taken up. Approxi-
mately 40,000 banana and 20,000 pineapple
slickers were phlnted, as well as several
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strains of passion fruit and papaya. There
are now 103 acres under bananas, nine acres
under pineapples, and approximately 15
acres under vegetables and small crops in
that area. During the year 3,613 cases of
bananas, 120 cases of pineapples, 24 cases of
papaya, 750 eases of beans and 30 cases of
other vegetables were sent away by sea from
that area. On one occasion at an agricul-
tural conference in the East we requested
the Federal Government to forego the duty
on bananas so that the people in the North
could get them at a reasonable price. The
Commonwealth Government would not agree!
and now the people of the North have found
means to supply their own needs. Thus the
North is independent in the matter of tropi-
cal fruits. The area under potatoes last year
was 4,470 acres and the yield 21,204 tons,
an average of 4.74 tons per acre, valued at
£137,826. The number of stock sold at the
metropolitan abattoirs during the year ended
June last was-Cattle 26,432; sheep and
lambs, 439,875; pigs, 21,364. In addition
15,831 pigs were slaughtered under per-
mit at premises other than the abattoirs.
The number of stock yarded a~t the metro-
politan saleyards was-Cattle, 40,187; sheep
and lambils, 569,808; and pigs, 73,152. Those
figures convey an idea of the requirements
of the metropolitan market. There are only
one or two other matters to which I wvish
briefly to refer. One is insect pests. I
suppose one of die most malignant pests in
the South-West is the red-legged earth mite,
and another is the lucerne flea. A para-
site has beet, discovered for the lucerne
flea and 30,000 have been distributed.
By those means there is some hope
of controlling the lucerne flea. Up to
date I do not know that any great
headway has been made with respect to the
red-legged earth mite. The matter has been
taken up by the Council of Scientific Re-
search. It is considered a major problem.
It has been most disastrous in this State,
but we are hopeful that ways and means will
be found for combating the disease. Con-
siderable effort has been achieved in con-
nection with the Denmark wasting disease,
and the investigations that have been made
concerning it. Treatments which both cure
and prevent the disease are now available.
This is possible as the result of feeding a
lick composed of limonite. The lick has
been adopted by the Agricultural Bank, and

the treatment is now to be applied to all
affected holdings. The curative agent in the
limonite has not been discovered, but inves-
tigations in this connection are being con-
tinued by Dr. Underwood, the animal
nutrition officer. This disease has caused
the department an enormnous amount of
worry, and has had a most prejudicial effect
upon the Denmark district. It is extra-
ordinary that in a locality so prolific as the
Denmark area it is not possible to rear
young stock. The disease is a mysterious
one. The officers of the department are
working iii with the officers of the Waite
Institute in South Australia and they are,
it is believed, onl the road to discovering
both the causes of the disease and the right
treatment for it.

Air. Wansbrough: Is it a preventive!
Thle MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

It turns out that the disease is due mostly
to food deficiencies in the animal. Limonite
is said to supply that deficiency. The whole
thing is so complicated that our officers are
unable to say what chemical it is in the
limonite that does effect the care. The dis-
ease canl be cured, but neither our officers nor
those in the Eastern States can tell us how
it is done.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: What is limonite?
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

It is an ore containing iron. Limonite is
a cure for the disease.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Is it a local pro-
duct?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I think it comes from Queensland. The hell.
member would have to write to the Animal
Nutrition Officer, Dr. Underwood, for all
the technical information on the subject.
As a result of a grant made by the Corn-
monwealthi Government, two officers have
been appointed to work in the tobacco area.
The function of one of them is to under-
take demonstrations and carry out advisory
work, and of the other it is to conduct ex-
periments in connection with problems of
interest to the settlers. For seed purposes
a quantity of disease-free seed of several
varieties has been distributed to tobacco
growers in the State. The real difficulty
is not to row tobacco, but the particular
,variety that manufacturers will buy aud
smokers will smoke. In times past people
used to talk about their ton of tobacco to
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the acre, but to-day it is a question of grow-
ing the right variety.

Progress reported.

BILL-CITY Or PERTH SUPERANNUA-
TION FUNUD.

Returned
amendment.

from the Council without

House adjourned at 10.55 pon.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-MINERS' PETHISIS ACT.
Hon. C. G. ELLIOTT asked the Chief

Secretary: 1, What was the number of bene-
ficiaries in each class-men, wives, children
-under the Miners' Phthisis Act who re-
ceived compensation during each year from
the inception to June, 1934t 2, What was
the number of persons who died in each
year? 3, What was the number of new
beneficiaries in each class in each yearl 4,
What is the explanation of the increased
cost in each year?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
1.925-26-109 men, 62 wives, 94 children;
1926-27-191 men, 122 wives, 196 children;
1927-2S--233 mcii, 150 wives, 212 children;
0928-29-239 men, 174 wives, 246 children;

1929-30-288 men, 230 wives, 299 children;
1930-31-852 meii, 281 wives, 342 children;
1931-32-365 men, 303 wives, 351 children;
1932-33--346 men, 316 wives, 323 children;
1933-34-316 men, 317 wives, 280 children.
(Note.-Wives include widows.) 2, 1925-
26, 11; 1926-27, 26; 1927-28, 80; 1928-
29, 38; 1929-30, 47; 1930-31, 42; 1931-
32, 45; 1932-33, 42; 1933-4, 24. 3,
1925-26-l0g men, 62 wives, 94 children;
1926-27-93 men, 60 wives, 103 children;
1927-28-68 men, 28 wives, 28 children ;
1928-29-35 men, 25 wives, 42 children;
1929-30-85 men, 57 wives, 71 chhildren;
1930-31-106 mcei, 55 wives, 72 children;
1931-32-50 men, 27 wives, 39 children;
1932-33-24 meli, 15 wives, 24 children;
1.933-34-7 men, 5 wives, 5 children. 4, The
number of additional men prohibited each
year on account of tuberculosis.

BILL--LAND TAX AND INCOME TAX.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

BILL-GOLD MINING PROFITS TAX
ASSESSMENT.

In Oomnmittee.

Resumed from the previous day. Hon. J-
Nicholson ine the Chair; the Chief Secre-
tary in charge of the Bill.

Clause 6-Assessment (partly consid-
ered):

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Last night
Mr. Miles raised the point as to whether
Clause 6 conflicted with Section 6 Subsec-
Lion 9 of the Dividend Duties Act. I placed
the matter before the Crown Solicitor this
morning, and he has replied as follows:-

1. Apparently it
Clause 6 of the Bill
section 9 of Section
Act.

has been suggested that
is inconsistent with Sub-
6 of the Dividend Duties

2. Clause 10 (1) of the Bill, however, ex-
pressly provides that the exemption given from
dividend duty under Section 6 (9) of the
Dividend Duties Act shall not apply to gold
nming profits tax; and Clause 10 (2) of the
Bill expressly provides that although a com-
pany is exempt from dividend duty under Sec-
tion 6 (9) of the Dividend Duties Act, such
company nevertbeless shall, for the purposes
of gold wining tax assessment, furnish a re-
turn of its profits in accordance with Section
6 (1) of the Dividend Duties Act.
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